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Mark 10:23-25
“And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, “How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter
the kingdom of God!” The disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to
them, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

It is easy for many in our culture to dismiss the command by Jesus to sell all we own and
give it away as a statement of hyperbole because it appears so unreasonable. The central point of
the passage is not Jesus denouncing the having of possessions, but rather one’s ultimate loyalty.
Jesus did not insist Zacchaeus sell all of his goods and give them to the poor before He would
agree to eat in his home. Zaccheaus voluntarily offers to give half of his possessions and restore
fourfold whatever he gained from his treachery. Very few are willing to divest themselves of
whatever provides them security in this life to enter a new life under God’s rule.

Who rules over your life? Is it God or money? Jesus is calling this rich young man to join a
community of believers who will take care of others’ material needs. And the challenge given to
this man should be a warning to all of us who live in a materialistic culture that possessions, even
when they are few, can be a hazard. Wealth possesses many dangers because so many people
crave it. No Christian is immune to its seductive lure. Covetousness is a virus that takes residence
in the soul and then slowly begins its work of destruction. Once the anesthetic of self-gratifica-
tion is applied to our heart, the call for self-sacrifice deadens into numbness the things of eter-
nity.

Jesus told the man he lacked one thing, yet in human terms he lacked for nothing. He had
plenty to live on, but nothing to live for (a sad truth of our culture today). Money brings us many
things, but neither holiness nor eternal life. Yet for all the rich young ruler had, the emptiness
became a gnawing hunger. What must I do to have life beyond this life? Yet when confronted by
Jesus with the invitation to sell all and follow Him, he counted possessions dearer than the hope
of eternal life with God and a meaningful life on earth.

Possessions can easily deceive us into thinking that they offer security and the abundant
life. Having money leads us to the false conclusion that anything can be had for a price – even
salvation when it is given to the right charity. We must sound the alarm to our generation about
the dangers of committing ourselves to possessions and share with those who are looking for
eternal life to look to Jesus Christ alone. Eternal life will only be found by people who are willing
to lose their lives and their possessions for the sake of Jesus and the gospel.
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