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Mark 12:42-44

“A poor widow came and put in two small copper
coins, which amount to a cent. Calling His disciples to
Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor
widow put in more than all the contributors to the
treasury; for they all put in out of their surplus, but
she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she
had to live on.”

How different are God’s ways when com-
pared to the ways of men? The Pharisees loved
riches and considered their wealth as the evidence of God’s reward for their piety. In their minds, God
would be pleased with the size of their contributions. Yet in our passage we see Jesus condemn the
“rich and famous” for their faulty thinking while elevating the insignificant gift of the widow. The rich
were only focused on how much their gift was. Jesus was focused on what the gift meant to the giver.
That small donation was her life and all she had to live on. In making this gift, she gave evidence of her
faith in God, not her money, to provide for her needs.

It is easy to use the widow and her two coins as an example of sacrificial giving. Clearly this is a
woman who loves God with all she has and stands in stark contrast to the rich in light of her poverty.
She also stands in contrast to the scribes who go to great lengths to highlight their piousness for
personal gain and attention. She is just another person fallen through the safety net of society and
holds no honor in this community of alleged faith. Yet she still loves God and will sacrifice all that she
has in service to God as she responds to Him.

The so-called “little gifts,” which count as nothing in human circles, eclipse the gifts given from
excess from God’s perspective. Religious institutions cannot build great temples with their massive
stones from the meager gifts of widows. But then God is not looking for stone buildings to call His
home. God is looking to occupy people’s hearts. But He can only do that with disciples willing to
submit themselves to Him and to love Him with all their heart, soul, mind and strength.

I am not here to tell you or myself how much to give. I do not see in Scripture where Jesus was
ever impressed with how much was given. But I do see Jesus is very impressed with how much was left
after we give. How much faith do you have that God is Jehovah-Jireh (the Lord Will Provide)? With all
the corruption going on, the widow’s gift was an act of faith. When those coins left her hand, she had
totally entrusted herself to God. But she did what she believed God had for her to do. The question is
what will we do as stewards with the limited time, talent, treasure and breath He has given us?
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February 2013
Feb. 17 8:45 a.m. Mark 12:38 to 44

When Less is More

Feb. 19 7:00 PM Bible Study in Galatians

Feb. 22 Camellia Festival

Feb. 23 Camellia Festival

Feb. 24 8:45 a.m. Mark 13 verses 1 to 13
Temple Talks

10:30 a.m. Sunday School
Camellia Festival

❑ Friday, Feb. 22, 4-10 p.m. 2-hour blocks beginning at 3:30, 6 and 8

❑ Saturday, Feb. 23, 12-10 p.m.  2-hour blocks 11:30, 2, 4, 6 and 8

❑ Sunday, Feb. 24, 12-8 p.m. 2-hour blocks 11:30, 2, 4 and 6

It’s Camellia Festival Time
Please Sign up to work the Sunrise booth

Name___________________________________________

Time slot(s) ______________________________________

Phone __________________________________________

Please clip and leave in collection plate
Check day/date volunteered

Jakarta Globe

The wife of a church minister who was jailed two
weeks ago for allegedly conducting a service without
a permit also faces arrest for defying an order from
local authorities to stop holding services at a church
in Sumedang, West Java.

Minister Bernhard Maukar and his wife, Corry, were
holding a service at their Pentecostal church (GPdI)
in Mekargalih village, Jatinangor subdistrict, on Jan.
27, when it was attacked by members of the Islamic
Defenders Front (FPI), who claimed that the church
did not have a valid permit to operate.

CCTV footage obtained by the Jakarta Globe shows
details of the attack where a gang of about 50 mem-
bers from the hard-line organization scaled the gates
of the religious facility, caused havoc and destruction
within the place of worship and physically threatened
the minister – at one point using Bernhard’s necktie
to strangle him.

Bernhard was arrested by officials from the
Sumedang Public Order Agency (Satpol PP) two days
later for continuing to hold services without a valid
permit, which breaks a 2005 local government law.

The minister is currently serving a three-month sen-
tence at the Sumedang prison as he could not pay the
Rp 25 million ($2,600) fine ordered by the district
court.

Corry said this is the third major act of
violence the FPI has inflicted upon them
in the past two years.

The grandmother explained that the lat-
est attack on the church, which has been
running for 26 years, had significantly trau-
matized the 400-member congregation,
many of whom are now too afraid to re-
turn.

The FPI did not respond to the Globe’s
request for comments.

The arrest and imprisonment of the
priest, and the final warning delivered to
his wife on Tuesday, comes after countless

attempts by the church to obtain the permit required
to continue offering services to its congregation.

According to Corry, the church has applied for the
permit and has invested a large amount of funds in
the process. However, Arief Saefulloh, the Mekargalih
village chief who oversees the approval of permits,
claims to have lost the paperwork, Corry explained.

When the Globe contacted Arief, he reiterated that
the church in question should not be considered a
house of worship. “This is not a church, this is a house
that is being used as a church,” Arief said. Under the
2006 joint ministerial decree, Article 28 stipulates that
local leaders must help facilitate the process to ob-
tain a permit for a house of worship.

Meanwhile, Article 14 states that the religious or-
ganization requires formal support from at least 60
people from the local community. While Corry said
that the community in general supports the church,
she believes that many locals are intimidated by the
FPI.

According to Human Rights Watch, which will be
releasing a three-year study on religious intolerance
at the end of this month, these types of inter-religious
conflicts have been significantly increasing, especially
on the island of Java.

Indonesia church officials face violence, jail time for conducting services


