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Deuteronomy 8:1-2

“All the commandments that I am commanding
you today you shall be careful to do, that you may
live and multiply, and go in and possess the land
which the LORD swore†to give to your
forefathers.“You shall remember all the way which
the LORD your God has led you in the wilderness
these forty years, that He might humble you, test-
ing you, to know what was in your heart, whether
you would keep His commandments or not.

God wanted to know whether or not His people would pay attention to Him. He is still doing the same
thing today. He leads us into and through tough times to see if we will turn our attention to Him. He promised
to lead them into a rich land full of milk and honey if they would keep His commandments. They didn’t pass
the test and spent 40 years wandering around in the wilderness. He used those 40 years to try to get their
attention so that they would teach their children to do what they refused to do, trust in the Lord their God.

How many years will it take the Lord our God to get our attention as He takes us through rough places in
our lives until we realize that we can’t always do on our own what it takes to provide for our families, make
our business successful, win that tournament, etc. Sometimes even our friends can’t help. He only wants us to
acknowledge Him so that He can give us His blessing. It may not be what we want and how we want it, but it
will be better than we could have imagined in the long run.

God provided water out of a rock (unexpected), clothing that did not wear out (unexpected), manna and
quail for food (unexpected). What do you suppose He could do for you in your circumstance. Does it have to
be what you would expect?  He doesn’t have to operate within the box. All He wants you to do is keep His
commandments. “Jesus said, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND

WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.’ The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:30-31)  That sums up the 10 commandments
for us today if we will listen to Him.

God provided His sacrifice to provide redemption for us who don’t even know we need it. The wanderers
in the wilderness needed it and offered sacrifices for their sin as the Lord their God demanded so that He could
deal with them. Without those sacrifices He would not have been able to even look upon them because of His
righteousness. It is the same today. We need to realize that we need salvation from the wilderness of Hell that
we are doomed for if we don’t acknowledge that God has provided the only way that works for Him. And He
is the God of Heaven. Jesus Christ is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life, no one comes to the Father except
through Him” (John 14:6). If you can accept this, then your hope is to dwell with the Father in Heaven (our
promised land) for Eternity. This message is for the people of God. Are you included? .


