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A WORD ON WORSHIP
REVIEW OF MESSAGE FROM OCTOBER 27, 2013
BY PASTOR ANDREW KIKKERT, SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH
Hear Sunday Sermons at www.SunriseTC.org

Judges 2:10
“All that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose another generation after them
who did not know the Lord, nor yet the work which
He had done for Israel.”
I have been a witness to many great things
God has done in my life. But the question that often haunts me is does the next generation know
the Lord or the work that He has done? That is the very problem facing Israel in our scripture. Based on the
text, it is not so much that the last generation were poor teachers, but rather the next generation did not
“catch” it. They have heard about God but they do not know Him. And so I must ask myself, how many in
the next generation have seen God active in the lives of their parents or grandparents, but have yet to
experience God personally themselves?
What is at issue is a personal relationship with God versus personal knowledge of God. Obviously it
is important for the next generation to know that God exists, but personally knowing God is what is
critical; not just knowing about Him. It is this generation’s failure to know God personally that is the cause
for Israel’s trouble we see in Judges 2. The effect of their failure to know God personally is to bow down to
the Canaanite gods and earn for themselves the anger of God against them.
God is angry at the sin of the people and turns His hand against Israel. But God does not turn away
from Israel, In His mercy and grace He provides judges for Israel. Why are judges a matter of grace? That
wonderful topic we tragically think is only a New Testament concept. Repentance is nowhere to be found
in the passage. God sends a deliverer before there is any indication of repentance. And even after that
deliverer comes and delivers the Israelites for that judge’s lifetime, they are still going to turn away. Whatever good that takes place here has everything to do with who God is. It is His character and His covenant
that is the basis for His deliverance of Israel.
So how will the next generation of Israel learn who God is personally? In the same way the previous
generation did. If they go to war and trust in God they will see His works and know Him personally. God
wanted this next generation of Israel to know His power and grace, So He left Canaanites in the land. Israel
would have to fight in order to know the God they had yet to know by personal experience. That is the
problem I see in the church at large today. We know a lot about God but we don’t know Him personally.
And that has grown out of our avoiding the battle. We know from Scripture we have already been thrown
into a spiritual war, but are we floating with the current or are we fighting against the current? If we are
going to do battle, we need to be where the war is – in the workplace, in the culture and in the streets.
Only then will we experience Him and know that the Lord is good.
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Jesus Only
“They saw no man, save Jesus only.”
Matthew 17:8
http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/j/e/s/jesusonl.htm
Words: Harriet M. Coney, in
Gospel Hymns Nos. 1 to 6
Complete, by Ira D. Sankey,
James McGranahan & George
C. Stebbins (Chicago: The
Biglow and Main Company,
1894), number 141.
Music: Robert Lowry, Here Is
Love, 1876
Robert Lowry
(1826-1899)

What tho’ clouds are hov’ring o’er me,
And I seem to walk alone—
Longing ’mid my cares and crosses,
For the joys that now are flown—
If I’ve Jesus, “Jesus only,”
Then my sky will have a gem;
He’s a sun of brightest splendor,
And the star of Bethlehem.
What tho’ all my earthly journey
Bringeth naught but weary hours,
And, in grasping for life’s roses,
Thorns I find instead of flowers—
If I’ve Jesus, “Jesus only”,
I possess a cluster rare;
He’s the “lily of the valley,”
And the “rose of Sharon” fair.
What tho’ all my heart is yearning
For the loved of long ago—
Bitter lessons, sadly learning
From the shadowy page of woe—
If I’ve Jesus, “Jesus only,”
He’ll be with me to the end;
And, unseen by mortal vision,
Angel bands will o’er me bend.
When I soar to realms of glory
And an entrance I await,
If I whisper, “Jesus only!”
Wide will ope the pearly gate;
When I join the heavenly chorus,
And the angel hosts I see,
Precious Jesus, “Jesus only,”
Will my theme of rapture be.
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Murdered Pastor was still holding Bible in his hand
www.cbn.com

A pastor in Mombasa, Kenya, was shot to death while
praying at his church this weekend, according to Morning Star News.
Charles Matole had received threats after many converted to Christianity during revival services in a coastal
area of the country.
Members his church, Vikwantani Redeemed Gospel
Church, found him slumped in one of the church’s plastic chairs Saturday night. He was still holding a bible in
his hand. “His skull was badly damaged,” the church
member said.
On Sunday, another pastor, Ebrahim Kidata of East African Pentecostal Church, was strangled and left in some bushes 30 miles north of
Mombasa. The murders come after angry Muslims rioted earlier this
month over the killing of sheikh Ibrahim Omar and three others on a
road near Mombasa.
Muslim youths from the Masjid Musa Mosque shouting “Allahu Akbar
(Allah is Greater)” set fire to the Salvation Army Church building the
following afternoon. Omar reportedly regularly “issued incendiary sermons against non-Muslims,” The Standard newspaper reported.

