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Romans 15:4

“For everything that was written in former times was
written for our instruction, so that through endurance
and through encouragement of the scriptures we may
have hope.”

Finding hope in the Old Testament may
be more challenging than you would think. Yes,
the word appears many times in the Old Testa-
ment, but it does not occur as many times as you might think. In fact, the word hope does not
appear until you get to the book of Ruth, and there it is talking about Naomi’s lack of hope for
her future. Simply studying the topic of hope by searching for the word may diminish our hope
more than build it up.

Do not lose hope, weary pilgrim; the concept of hope may very well be present even
though the specific word is not found. Sometimes the pertinent texts are going to be found by
searching for synonyms of hope. But at other times, we simply have to know the Bible well
enough to turn to those texts which deal with this topic in more general terms. Sometimes, the
New Testament will give us the necessary clue, just as Hebrews 11 gives us unexpected ex-
amples of faith in the Old Testament. Just be aware of the fact that a concordance search is a
good start, but it is not the end-all for studying biblical concepts.

The writer to the Hebrews sums up the superiority of the New Covenant to the Old Testa-
ment by pointing out that every Old Testament saint was saved by faith, and that their faith gave
them hope – not a hope for present blessings so much as a heavenly hope for eternal blessings
(Hebrews 11:13-16).

Paul’s words in Romans 15 should convince us that the Old Testament Scriptures are a
source of great hope for the New Testament saint because we can now read these texts in the
light of the coming and work of our Lord Jesus Christ. The mysteries of the Old Testament –
which Old Testament saints did not grasp – are now ours to ponder, for our encouragement and
hope.



Page 2 – Calendar & Hymn of the Week The Hymns We Sing
COURTESY OF THE CYBER HYMNAL™

http://www.hymntime.com/

SEE YOU SUNDAY AT

SUNRISE
January 2014

JANUARY 2014
S M T W T F S

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

Jan. 19 8:45 a.m. Hope & Change
God’s Way
Hope in the Gospels

10:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School

Jan. 21 7:00 p.m. Bible Study in

Ephesians
returns to the
Kikkert’s house

Jan. 24 6:30 p.m. Friday Night

Fellowship

Jan. 26 8:45 a.m. Hope & Change
God’s Way
Paradise Lost

We Three Kings
“Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the One who

has been born king of the Jews?”
Matthew 2:1-2

Words & Music: John H. Hopkins, Jr., 1857

Hopkins wrote this carol for a Christmas pageant at the
General Theological Seminary in New York City.

We three kings of Orient are;
Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and

mountain,
Following yonder star.

Refrain
O star of wonder, star of light,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceed-

ing,
Guide us to thy perfect light.

Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain
Gold I bring to crown Him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign.

Refrain

John H. Hopkins, Jr. (1820-1891)

Journey of the Magi
James J. J. Tissot (1836-1902)

Frankincense to offer have I;
Incense owns a deity nigh;
Prayer and praising, voices raising,
Worshipping God on high.

Refrain

Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom;
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
Sealed in the stone cold tomb.

Refrain

Glorious now behold Him arise;
King and God and sacrifice;
Alleluia, Alleluia,
Sounds through the earth and skies.

Refrain

9 of 10 top Christian persecution nations
due to Islamic extremism

By Michael Gryboski, Christian Post Reporter •

www.persecution.org

WASHINGTON – Nine out of the ten countries ranked
the most oppressive for Christians to live in were due to
Islamic extremism, according to Open Doors’ annual
World Watch List, released Wednesday.

With the exception of North Korea – ranked No. 1 for
the 12th year in a row – every other country on the top
10 list had Islamic extremism as its source of persecu-
tion. North Korea’s persecution of Christians was due to
communist oppression and dictatorial paranoia, stated
Open Doors in its 2014 World Watch List.

According to the report, the countries with the most
extreme persecution besides North Korea are: Somalia,
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Maldives, Pakistan,
Iran, and Yemen, respectively.

Open Doors announced the rankings for its 2014
World Watch List, which documented the 50 nations least
tolerant of their Christian population, at the National Press
Club in Washington, D.C. The Christian persecution
watchdog group’s methodology involved measuring the
level of Christian freedom found in five spheres of life:
private, family, community, national, and church. A sixth
sphere regarding degree of violence also factors in to the
rankings.


