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1 John 1:1-4

“What was from the beginning, what we have heard,
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked
at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of
Life -  and the life was manifested, and we have seen
and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which
was with the Father and was manifested to us -  what
we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that
you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.
These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.”

We often hear people talking about fellowship. We hear it said that what we need is more fellow-
ship. But our modern ideas of fellowship have become so watered down that the word no longer
carries the same meaning it did in New Testament times. The Book of Acts tells us early Christians also
devoted themselves to fellowship. They just didn’t have fellowship; they devoted themselves to it. This
means that fellowship was a priority and one of the objectives for gathering together. They made
fellowship a priority.

Today, however, we often view fellowship as what we do in “fellowship hall.” It’s the place where
we have casual conversations and savor coffee and donuts. This is not bad and can contribute to
fellowship, but it falls far short of fellowship according to biblical standards and according to the
meaning and use of the Greek words for fellowship. In the New Testament, what is shared in common
is shared first of all because of a common relationship that we all have together in Christ. Koinonia was
an important word to John, but it is never used in merely a secular sense. It always had a spiritual
significance and base.

The idea of an earthly fellowship founded upon just common interests, human nature, physical
ties like in a family, or from church affiliation was really rather foreign to the apostles. In the New
Testament, believers can have fellowship and share together because they first of all have a relation-
ship with Christ and share Him in common. Fellowship is first the sharing together in a common life
with other believers through relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Fellowship is first and fore-
most a relationship, rather than an activity. The principle is that any activity that follows, should come
out of the relationship.

Fellowship in the body of Christ is certainly no side issue. It was one of the four things the early
church devoted itself to, and from this brief study, we can see why. It is a means of support and
encouragement to others and of ministry in the Savior’s enterprise on earth.
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July 2014
July 6 8:45 a.m. 1st John 1:3-4 True Fellowship

10:30 a.m. Sunday School

July 8 Bible Study on Summer Break

July 11 6:30 p.m. Friday Night Fellowship

July 13 8:45 a.m. 1st John 1:5-10 Fellowship with God
10:30 a.m. Sunday School

July 18 7:00 p.m. Game Night

July 20 8:45 a.m. 1st John 2:1-2 The Key to Holiness
10:30 a.m. Sunday School

July 25 6:30 p.m. Friday Night Fellowship

July 27 8:45 a.m. Pending

Asia Bibi’s health worsens, activists call for her release
PAKISTAN AsiaNews.it

Lahore (AsiaNews) - As Asia Bibi’s health worsens in a Pakistant prison,
Christian and Muslim activists are calling for her release.

“We strongly condemn the attitude of the judiciary. Bibi has suffered
enough, as has her family. It is time for justice to be done, and she should
receive the necessary care. The courts must immediately address her case,”
said Akeel Ali Mehdi, a Muslim human rights activist who spoke to AsiaNews
about the plight of the Christian mother of five sentenced to death for blas-
phemy and has been waiting for years to appeal her conviction.

Fr Ilyas John, a priest and an activist from the Archdiocese of Lahore, shares
those concerns. He confirmed that her psychological and physical health
was rapid deteriorating, and called for immediate medical care. He added
that the Church was concerned and praying for Asia Bibi as well as Sawan
Masih, a jailed young man who was sentenced to death on the basis of the
“black law”.

On death row and solitary confinement for security reasons since Novem-
ber 2010, Asia Bibi has long been a symbol of the fight against blasphemy. In
2011, Islamic extremists killed Punjab Governor Salman Taseer and Minority
Affairs Federal Minister Shahbaz Bhatti, a Catholic, for coming to her de-
fence.

Pakistani Christians have promoted days of fasting and praying for her re-
lease, an initiative adhered to by some Muslims. Recently, the Court of Ap-
peal of Lahore repeatedly postponed her appeal trial, using delaying tactics
and legal loopholes of various types, Bibi’s lawyers said.

The latest incident took place in late May, when Asia Bibi’s case disap-
peared without any reason from the list of hearings. Local sources said that
the court is trying to avoid the burden of ruling in this case, as orders from
higher up push to postpone the verdict.

Lawyers Chaudhry Sardar Khan and Sardar Mushtaq Gill filed a new peti-
tion to have her appeal trial’s date set. Civil society groups and various politi-
cal leaders, not just Christian, have backed her cause through awareness
campaigns and efforts to obtain her release. The petition submitted to the
authorities refers to her rapidly deteriorating “psychological and physical”
health, a situation confirmed by relatives who met her in recent weeks.

The Interior Ministry reported that Bibi has the right to two medical visits
per month. Prison administrators claim that medical reports about her poor
health are phoney. However, defense lawyers and family have sounded the
alarm again with regards to her conditions, asking for greater medical care,
along with a set date for the appeal process.

With a population of more than 180 million people (97% Muslim), Paki-
stan is the sixth most populous country in the world, the second largest Mus-
lim nation after Indonesia. About 80% of Muslims are Sunni, while Shias are
20%. Hindus are 1.85%, followed by Christians (1.6%) and Sikhs (0.04%).

Glorious Things Of Thee Are Spoken
Words http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/g/l/o/glorious.htm

Taylor: http://www.hymntime.com/tch/mid/a/b/b/abbots_leigh.mid
Haydn: http://www.hymntime.com/tch/mid/a/u/s/austria.mid

“Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God.”
Psalm 87

Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God!
He, whose Word cannot be broken,
Formed thee for His own abode.
On the Rock of Ages founded,
What can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation’s walls surrounded,
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes.

See! the streams of living waters,
Springing from eternal love;
Well supply thy sons and daughters,
And all fear of want remove:
Who can faint while such a river
Ever flows their thirst t’ assuage?
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver,
Never fails from age to age.

Round each habitation hovering,
See the cloud and fire appear!
For a glory and a covering
Showing that the Lord is near.
Thus deriving from our banner
Light by night and shade by day
Safe they feed upon the manna
Which He gives them when they pray.

Blest inhabitants of Zion,
Washed in the Redeemer’s blood!
Jesus, whom their souls rely on,
Makes them kings and priests to God.
’Tis His love His people raises,
Over self to reign as kings,
And as priests, His solemn praises
Each for a thank offering brings.

Savior, if of Zion’s city,
I through grace a member am,
Let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in Thy name.
Fading is the worldling’s pleasure,
All his boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasure
None but Zion’s children know.

Words: John Newton, Olney Hymns (London: W. Oliver, 1779).

Music: Abbot’s Leigh, by Cyril V. Taylor, 1941

Alternate tune: Austria (Haydn), arranged by Franz J. Haydn, 1797, possibly
from a Croatian folk melody.
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