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1 John 2:15-17

“Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and
the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not
from the Father, but is from the world. The world is
passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does
the will of God lives forever.”

We have been well taught that we are saved by FAITH! “Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be
saved!” (Acts 16:31). But we have not been as well taught what saving faith is. For example, how often
do we discuss the relationship between trusting Christ and loving Christ? Can you trust Him as Savior
and not love Him? Evidently John doesn’t think so, because the issue in this text is whether you love
God or love the world, and the result is whether you die with the world or have eternal life with God.
But John knows that eternal life comes through faith.

John tells us later in 1 John 5:13, “I write this to you who BELIEVE in the name of the Son of God,
that you may know that you have eternal life.” Eternal life depends on believing in the Christ. So we go
out to the world talking about the need to believe in Jesus Christ. But what is believing? If we let John
speak for himself, his letter fills out what he means. When he says that not loving the world but loving
God so much that we do his will is what leads to eternal life, we learn that saving faith and love for
God are inseparable. Both are the path to eternal life because saving faith and love for God are the
same path.

In John 5:42-44 Jesus confronts the Jewish leaders who do not believe on Him with these words,
“I know that you have not the love of God within you. I have come in my Father’s name and you do not
receive me ... How can you believe, who receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that
comes from the only God?” In other words the reason they do not receive or believe on Jesus is that
they do not love God. They love the world - the glory of men - not the glory of God. So Jesus taught his
apostles that where there is no love for God, there can be no saving faith.

What should we say then concerning love for God and faith in Christ? The path of victory that
overcomes the world and leads to eternal life is the one path of faith toward Christ and love for God.
Saving faith is part of love for God and love for God is part of saving faith. There are not two ways to
heaven. There is one narrow way -  the way of faith which loves God and the way of love which trusts
God.
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Aug. 24 8:45 a.m. 1st John 2:15-17 Do Not Love the World
10:30 a.m. Sunday School

Aug. 27 Temple City Schools Resume
Aug. 29 6:30 p.m. No Friday Night Activities
Aug. 31 8:45 a.m. 1st John 2:18-23 Avoiding Spiritual Deception

10:30 a.m. Pastor Andy Preaches for the Presbyterians
Sept 1 Labor Day

Sept 16 7:00 p.m. Bible Study resumes

Chinese court rejects house church pastor’s final appeal
against 12-year sentence; China Aid vows more appeals

China Aid Association http://www.chinaaid.org/

Nanle County, Henan – (Aug. 22, 2014) China Aid has learned that Pas-
tor Zhang Shaojie’s final appeal against his 12-year sentence for “gathering
a crowd to disrupt public order” and a fabricated fraud charge was re-
jected by the Puyang Intermediate Court in China’s central Henan on Aug.
21.

Li Fangping, one of Zhang’s attorneys, confirmed that he received a phone
call from Judge Ma, who presided over the case, saying that the original
verdict was being upheld. Ma told Li on Aug. 21 that the second verdict
had already been sent to Zhang.

This decision came despite Li’s official request that the Henan Provin-
cial People’s Court appoint a third court to conduct the second appeal trial
for Zhang’s case because the “Puyang Intermediate Court is already dis-
qualified for its mishandling of the first trial,” Li told China Aid. Li’s request,
made on Aug. 1, was never acknowledged.

“The only other procedure left to file is a judicial review,” said China
Aid founder and president Bob Fu.

“By issuing a verdict in a hastily-arranged, secret mock-trial against Pas-
tor Zhang Shaojie, Henan authorities have delivered a new low for the rule
of law in China,” Fu said. “The continuing harassment and persecution
against Pastor Zhang’s family members and his church members shows the
total disregard of religious freedom. We urge the Chinese authorities to
immediately and unconditionally release Pastor Zhang and the other ar-
rested church leader and restore the church’s normal worship and other
services.”

Zhang was initially detained in November 2013, along with more than
20 fellow Nanle County Christian Church members. Since that time, many
of the other believers have been released. While all but five, including
Zhang, have been released, Zhang is the only believers to have been tried.

Zhang’s oldest daughter, Zhang “Yunyun” Huixin, said she felt angry at
the occurrence and result of the secret trial of second instance. “I think this
is a typical case in which the local government is persecuting my father,
other Christians’ and our church with groundless charges,” she said. “I will
never give up my efforts in overseas countries to get my father released
from prison on innocence, and I will fight until my father regains freedom.”

“China Aid will never stop appealing for Nanle County Christian Church,
Pastor Zhang Shaojie and the two other Christians, whose cases will soon
be tried, until all the people here have gained their freedom,” Fu said. “I
call on the Chinese government to come back, in the true sense of the
word, to the rule of law [governing] that President Xi [Jinping] proposed
and to truly safeguard every citizen’s right to religious freedom.”

The Eastern Gate
http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/e/a/s/easterng.htm

http://www.hymntime.com/tch/mid/e/a/s/the_eastern_gate.mid

“Thy gates shall be open continually; they shall not be shut
day nor night.”

Isaiah 60:11

Words & Music: Isaiah G. Martin, 1905

I will meet you in the morning,
Just inside the Eastern Gate.
Then be ready, faithful pilgrim,
Lest with you it be too late.

Refrain
I will meet you, I will meet you
Just inside the Eastern Gate over there.
I will meet you, I will meet you,
I will meet you in the morning over there.

If you hasten off to glory,
Linger near the Eastern Gate,
For I’m coming in the morning;
So you’ll not have long to wait.

Refrain

Keep your lamps all trimmed and burning;
For the Bridegroom watch and wait.
He’ll be with us at the meeting
Just inside the Eastern Gate.

Refrain

O the joys of that glad meeting
With the saints who for us wait!
What a blessèd, happy meeting
Just inside the Eastern Gate!

Refrain


