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A WORD ON WORSHIP
REVIEW OF MESSAGE FROM SEPTEMBER 14, 2014
BY PASTOR ANDREW KIKKERT, SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH
Hear Sunday Sermons at www.SunriseTC.org
1 John 2:28-29
“Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He
appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away
from Him in shame at His coming. If you know that
He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.”
Dealing with conflict paralyzes most of us.
We know that if we confront people about their
misbehavior it may cause a relationship and even whole communities to fracture. But we are equally
aware of the warnings John has already given us about those who practice unrighteousness in the
Body of Christ. So we often choose doing nothing in order to maintain unity rather than gentle correction and restoration. John is writing to a church going through this very struggle. But rather than seeing
a church paralyzed by the conflict, John offers counsel on how to address it by developing a biblical
eschatological climate.
Throughout the history of the church, Christians have tried to interpret their history with the return
of Jesus Christ in view. When signs of persecution and trouble appear, instead of finding hope and
being warned, we often hear messages of fear urging an apocalyptic message that the end is near. The
Apostle John would have the church develop a climate that heightens our awareness of the last days
(Eschatology) so that when troubles overwhelm us. Instead of proudly predicting the arrival of the end,
we should say we are in a time that demonstrates features of the end and thus we must watch and pray
to be ready. Alertness to the time is the best preparation for dealing with possible conflict in the
Church.
Our Lord told us in passages such as Mark 13 that the end will be characterized by suffering such
as this. While it may not be today, one day such suffering will be greeted by the return of the Lord Jesus
Christ. But as we wait, we need to be equipped so that we are not discouraged when severe troubles
and persecutions erupt. Having the proper eschatological readiness helps dispel the despair that accompanies turmoil. It teaches us to watch for changes in history, to be aware of “antichrists” and to be
alert when history betrays elements of the return of our Savior.
The New Testament does not warn us about eschatological zeal as much as it does about losing
our vision of the last days. Be ready, Jesus urges, for the end will come like a thief in the night. John
reminds us of the confidence we are to have at the second coming of Jesus Christ, but he reminds us
that righteousness is the defining characteristic of those who are born of Him. Our challenge is to
promote a biblical eschatological worldview without inspiring doomsday apocalypticism.
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Public School Witch Hunt Targets
Chick-fil-A Over This Issue
A California high school principal
blocked the football booster club
from selling Chick-fil-A at a back-toschool event. (Facebook)
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1 John 2:28-29 Are You Ready for His Coming?
Sunday School - Corporate Prayer
BIBLE STUDY RETURNS
Friday Night Game Night
1 John 3:1 The Father’s Great Love
Sunday School
Bible Study at the Kikkert’s
Friday Night Fellowship
1 John 3:2-3 The Purifying Hope
Pastor Andy Preaches for the Presbyterians
Bible Study at the Kikkert’s
Friday Night Game Night
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The opponents of Chick-fil-A have laid another egg.
The Ventura High School football booster club was set
to sell 200 meals donated by the local Chick-fil-A restaurant at a back-to-school event. These meals were
expected to bring in $1,600 to support the football players. Their plans, however, were met with a cluck by the
principal, who banned the donation from the event.
Ventura High School Principal Val Wyatt noted as
part of her opposition to Chick-fil-A that, “With their
political stance on gay rights and because the students
of Ventura High School and their parents would be at
the event, I didn’t want them on campus.”
Brad Dacus, president of Pacific Justice Institute
commented, “Taxpayer-funded public schools have no
business going on a witch hunt against benevolent businesses simply because one of its managers was quoted
as supporting natural marriage.”
He continued, “Overt actions by government to isolate and punish business owners who express their
moral beliefs is an outrageous violation of public trust.”
PJI staff attorney Matthew McReynolds sent a letter
to the principal Monday informing her of the legal obligations a school has to not discriminate. Citing the California Unruh Civil Rights Act, McReynolds noted that
strict adherence is required not just by businesses, but
by schools too. The letter further noted the free-speech
rights of corporations, as well as the religious-freedom
rights of their executives.
Alluding to the irony of banning an organization with
supposed diverse views from a school event, one person insightfully commented on PJI’s Facebook page,
“So they are going to kick out all the conservative students as well?”
PJI has reached out to members of the booster club
offering free legal representation.
– Charisma News

Sweet Hour Of Prayer
“Pray continually.”

Thessalonians 5:1
Words: William Walford, 1845; appeared in The New York Observer, Sept. 13,
1845, accompanied by the following, written by Thomas Salmon:

During my residence at Coleshill, Warwickshire, England, I became acquainted with W. W. Walford, the blind preacher, a man of obscure birth
and connections and no education, but of strong mind and most retentive memory. In the pulpit he never failed to select a lesson well adapted
to his subject, giving chapter and verse with unerring precision and
William B. Bradbury
scarcely ever misplacing a word in his repetition of the Psalms, every
(1816-1868)
part of the New Testament, the prophecies, and some of the histories, Music: Sweet Hour William
so as to have the reputation of “knowing the whole Bible by heart.” He B. Bradbury, Golden Chain
actually sat in the chimney corner, employing his mind in composing a (New York: 1861)
sermon or two for Sabbath delivery, and his hands in cutting, shaping
and polishing bones for shoe horns and other little useful implements. At intervals he attempted
poetry. On one occasion, paying him a visit, he repeated two or three pieces which he had
composed, and having no friend at home to commit them to paper, he had laid them up in the
storehouse within. “How will this do?” asked he, as he repeated the following lines, with a
complacent smile touched with some light lines of fear lest he subject himself to criticism. I
rapidly copied the lines with my pencil, as he uttered them, and sent them for insertion in the
Observer, if you should think them worthy of preservation.

1. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of
prayer!
That calls me from a world of care,
And bids me at my Father’s throne
Make all my wants and wishes known.
In seasons of distress and grief,
My soul has often found relief
And oft escaped the tempter’s snare
By thy return, sweet hour of prayer!

3. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of
prayer!
Thy wings shall my petition bear
To Him whose truth and faithfulness
Engage the waiting soul to bless.
And since He bids me seek His face,
Believe His Word and trust His grace,
I’ll cast on Him my every care,
And wait for thee, sweet hour of
prayer!

2. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of
prayer!
The joys I feel, the bliss I share,
Of those whose anxious spirits burn
With strong desires for thy return!
With such I hasten to the place
Where God my Savior shows His face,
And gladly take my station there,
And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer!

4. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of
prayer!
May I thy consolation share,
Till, from Mount Pisgah’s lofty height,
I view my home and take my flight:
This robe of flesh I’ll drop and rise
To seize the everlasting prize;
And shout, while passing through the air,
“Farewell, farewell, sweet hour of
prayer!”

