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Jude 14-16

“It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh
generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the
Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, to
execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the un-
godly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done
in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which
ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”

The Apostle Paul wrote, regarding the Old Testament, “Now these things happened to them as an ex-
ample, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come” (1 Cor. 10:11).
The use of the Old Testament Scriptures by the church of Christ has been the subject of some debate from the
early church fathers up to the present day. The debate is primarily concerned with the question of what writings
are truly in the canon of the Old Testament Scriptures. The word “canon” is from a Greek word that means a
“rule” or “standard”.

So what makes the cut in terms of Old Testament Scripture? Should it encompass all the books read in the
church for edification, which would include the Apocrypha and sometimes the Pseudipigrapha (anonymous
apocalyptic writings). Or should it be the Jewish Bible, representing also the Protestant Bibles of today. It was
not until the age of the Reformation that the debate began to rage. In 1546 when the Roman Catholic Church
at the Council of Trent made a formal statement accepting selected Apocryphal writings, the Protestants re-
torted with an equally resolute voice: So should we include books like Enoch because Jude 14 quotes it?

The inter-testament saints held there was a known  Scripture. In their writings they would often refer to it
with the authoritative phrase, “as it is written,” or “according to Scripture,” or “it is written.” In fact, references
to almost all of the books of the Old Testament are considered to be Scripture by the writers of the New
Testament period. Jesus Himself, the most authoritative witness for the Christian, states in Luke 24:44 the three
sections of the Old Testament as “the Law of Moses and the Prophets and Psalms.” “Psalms” undoubtedly
means the whole Hagiographa, for Christ often referred to Daniel, which was a part of that third section, as
well as the book of Psalms itself, after which the section was named. Even non-biblical writers such as Philo
and the tenth century Arabian writer al-Masudi both refer to the Hagiographa as the “Psalms.”

The quote in Jude 14 of 1 Enoch 1:9 does not require that 1 Enoch be included in Scripture. To quote what
is true in Scripture is different than saying that what is quoted is Scripture. Even Paul quoted a pagan poet in
Acts 17:28, yet he certainly did not regard it as Scripture but as simply true. The Pharisees, the Sadducees and
the Essenes also all recognized a closed canon and generally saw that prophecy had ceased before the
Pseudepigrapha and Apocrypha were even written. None of the Pseudepigrapha and Apocrypha were in the
canon of the Jews and it was to this canon that Jesus Himself and the Apostles appealed.
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The Hymns We Sing
March 158:45 AMJude Verses 12-13

10:30 Second Hour
March 17 7:00 PM Bible Study in

2nd Thessalonians
March 20 7:00 PM Game Night
March 22 8:45 AM Jude Verse 14 to 16

10:30 Second Hour
March 24 7:00 PM Bible Study in

2nd Thessalonians
March 27 6:30 PM Friday Night Fellowship

School superintendent stands firm after atheist group
complains about principal quoting bible over intercom

http://christiannews.net/

WHITE OAK, Texas - The superintendent of a school district in Texas is
standing firm after a prominent atheist activist group sent a letter of complaint
regarding a high school principal who allegedly quotes Scripture over the
intercom during the morning announcements.

According to KETK-TV, an anonymous student at White Oak High School
contacted atheist blogger Hemant Mehta after recording Principal Dan Noll
quoting from the Bible during the announcements. The practice reportedly
goes back to the 1970’s according to former alumni.

“He who leads upright along an evil path will fall into his own trap, but the
blameless will receive a good inheritance,” Noll read from the book of Prov-
erbs in one of the announcements. “The Lord detests the sacrifice of the wicked,
but the prayer of the upright pleases him.”

Mehta then contacted the Wisconsin-based Freedom from Religion Foun-
dation (FFRF) about the matter, which in turn sent a letter to the district, asking
that it order Noll to cease and desist the practice.

But Superintendent Michael Gilbert, who is also a Christian, has now re-
leased a statement noting that he had been contacted by two area residents
and FFRF about the matter, and asked the media not to “waste your time and
effort on these few detractors.”

“The residents were offended at the use of Scripture, demanding that it be
stopped and calling for disciplinary action against Mr. Noll,” he stated. “I am
fully aware of the practice at the high school and will not pursue any action
against our high school principal or any other member of our faculty/staff
concerning this issue.”

“Let me also be clear that we have not (in my opinion) violated anyone’s
rights and/or subjected anyone to undue stress,” Gilbert continued. “Bible
studies and Scriptures are allowed in schools. The requirement is that the
material be presented in a neutral manner. It is my position that we met that
standard with the morning announcements.”

He said that he will keep FFRF in his prayers.
“My recommended response to the FFRF is, ‘I’m sorry you feel that way. I

will be praying for you and your staff daily,’” Gilbert said.
“[A]s a Christian Brother, it will not promote the values we hold so dear to

assail those that disagree with the gospel. We will state our case,” the superin-
tendent added. “We will make sure our rights are just as protected as anyone
else that lives in this great country. We will continue to provide for all the
needs of our students and we will do so while traveling the High Road.”

Students and former alumni have also taken to social media with profile
pictures that simply state, “I support Dan Noll.” A Facebook group called
“Support Dan Noll and White Oak School” has over 600 members.

Even Me
http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/e/v/e/n/evenme.htm
http://www.hymntime.com/tch/mid/e/v/e/n/even_me.mid

“There shall be showers of blessing.”
Ezekiel 34:26

Words: Elizabeth H. Codner, in The Revival, April 28, 1860.
Music: William B. Bradbury, 1862
A party of young friends over whom I was watching with anxious hope
attended a meeting in which details were given of a revival work in Ire-
land. They came back greatly impressed. My fear was lest their own
fleece remain dry, and I pressed upon them the privilege and responsi-
bility of getting a share in the outpoured blessing. On the Sunday follow-
ing, not being well enough to get out, I had a time of quiet communion.
Those children were still on my heart, and I longed to press upon them
an earnest individual appeal. Without effort words seemed to be given
to me, and they took the form of a hymn,” which as it was passed from
one to another of the young people, “became a word of power.”
Carl Fowler Price – One Hundred and One Hymn Stories. New York:
The Abingdon Press, 1923. p. 74.

Lord, I hear of showers of blessing,
Thou art scattering full and free;
Showers the thirsty land refreshing;
Let some drops now fall on me;
Even me, even me,
Let some drops now fall on me.

Pass me not, O God, my Father,
Sinful though my heart may be;
Thou mightst leave me, but the rather;
Let Thy mercy light on me;
Even me, even me,
Let Thy mercy light on me.

Pass me not, O gracious Savior,
Let me live and cling to Thee;
I am longing for Thy favor;
Whilst Thou’rt calling, O call me;
Even me, even me,
Whilst Thou’rt calling, O call me.

Pass me not, O mighty Spirit!
Thou canst make the blind to see;
Witnesser of Jesus’ merit,
Speak the Word of power to me;
Even me, even me,
Speak the Word of power to me.

Have I been in sin long sleeping,
Long been slighting, grieving Thee?
Has the world my heart been keeping?
O forgive and rescue me;
Even me, even me,
O forgive and rescue me.

Love of God, so pure and changeless,
Blood of Christ, so rich and free;
Grace of God, so strong and boundless
Magnify them all in me;
Even me, even me,
Magnify them all in me.

Pass me not; but pardon bringing,
Bind my heart, O Lord, to Thee;
Whilst the streams of life are springing,
Blessing others, O bless me;
Even me, even me,
Blessing others, O bless me.


