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A WORD ON WORSHIP
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REVIEW OF MESSAGE FROM AUGUST 23, 2015
BY PASTOR ANDREW KIKKERT, SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Revelation 2:12-14

“And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write:
The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says
this: ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne
is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My
faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My
faithful one, who was killed among you, where Sa-
tan dwells.”

The Bible displays a sense of proportion concerning Satan which we should seek to gain and then
maintain. The Scriptures tell us all we need to know about Satan, and no more. Given Satan’s key role in
the plan of God, his great power, and his cunning ways, we might expect to find more about Satan in the
Bible than we do. God neither wishes to flatter Satan with too much publicity nor desires that we become
preoccupied with him. Satan fell because of his insatiable desire for prominence, desiring the glory which
belongs only to God. Satan should receive only the attention he deserves. God’s Word supplies the facts
and perspective we need.

I sometimes hear Christians referring to adversity or difficulty, assuming that it has come from Satan.
Perhaps it has or perhaps not. But if it has come from Satan, it has ultimately come from God. In the midst
of his trials, Job was not aware that Satan was involved. For him, it did not matter. Job knew that God was
sovereign, and thus whatever came his way came ultimately from the hand of God. Job’s problem was that
he questioned the wisdom of God. Job’s great comfort came when he grasped that God is not only sover-
eign, but also wise and good.

Satan is out there. Sometimes we will know it. Sometimes we will not. But behind him is the God of
the universe who is in complete control, using Satan, angels, kings, and sinful men to accomplish His plan.
Satan’s might and power are great but not when compared with the God who uses him to achieve His plan.
The Bible has been written to increase our depth perception - our ability to look behind the immediate
source of circumstances to see God, the ultimate source.

To this point in time, God has purposed Satan’s existence and opposition to fulfill God’s plan. But for
Satan the perfect plan of God includes a future day of doom. God’s perfect rule over creation requires the
elimination and removal of Satan, sin, and death from this earth. Only then will God’s cure for the curse be
complete. The Bible predicts and describes the defeat of Satan. My friend, whom will you choose? If you
do not choose Christ, you are already Satan’s slave, doomed to share in his eternal torment. Those who
follow Satan share in his doom. Those who receive God’s grace in Christ share in His reign of righteous-
ness.


