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A WORD ON WORSHIP
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REVIEW OF MESSAGE FROM AUGUST 30, 2015
BY PASTOR ANDREW KIKKERT, SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Revelation 2:16-17

 ‘Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly,
and I will make war against them with the sword of
My mouth. ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes,
to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I
will give him a white stone, and a new name written
on the stone which no one knows but he who receives
it.’

It has been said, “Any idiot can be complicated; but it takes genius to be simple.” Indeed, the most
effective oral and written communicators are those who take profound truths and make them simple. This
has bearing on every area of our lives. When we communicate with others either individually or corpo-
rately, we must be clear and simple. The well-known acronym K.I.S.S. (“Keep It Simple Stupid”) applies
here.

Although the Lord is the deepest thinker, after all “His ways are not our ways.” He always strives to
bring His great truth down to common folks like you and me. However, many who have taught from the
Book of the Revelation have produced a most unfortunate history of application in the church.  Unfortu-
nately, this trend continues today. By appealing to “hidden manna” and “white stones” all kinds of false
doctrines are being perpetuated and widely accepted. Therefore, we must be on the alert against this
passage and others like it being abused. Our goal must be to understand why our Lord Jesus has written to
this letter to these churches and how it applies to our lives.

The wonderful mysteries God has prepared for those who love Him are not knowable only by a select
group of Christians. Any and every believer can understand and appreciate them because the indwelling
Holy Spirit can enlighten us. However, without the light of God’s Spirit, we’ll be in the dark. This is why our
Lord instructs each of these churches to listen to what the Spirit has to say to each of these seven churches.
The Holy Spirit searches the very depths of the heart and mind of God. He can do this because He is God
- the third member of the Trinity.

There will be many things about life and faith we will not understand on this side of heaven. They are
mysteries - but mystery is not a bad thing. It ultimately comes down to whom do you believe? Do you
believe God and what He has promised to the those who overcome or do you believe what the world says
about what will make your life pleasant and meaningful.  The walk of faith is one that trusts what God has
promised even though we cannot know what the results will be because the One who has promised it is
faithful to what He has promised and is all powerful to accomplish what He has promised.


