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REVIEW OF MESSAGE FROM SEPTEMBER 20, 2015
BY PASTOR ANDREW KIKKERT, SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Revelation 3:8

 ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an
open door which no one can shut, because you have
a little power, and have kept My word, and have not
denied My name.”

The apostles were instructed to wait until the
Spirit came upon them, empowering them to
carry out the Great Commission. When the Spirit
came upon them at Pentecost (Acts 2), the result
was Peter’s powerful sermon which God used to save many. In the Spirit’s power, the apostles performed
miracles, which provided yet more opportunities to proclaim the gospel (Acts 3). But as the apostles con-
tinued to heal and to preach in the name of Jesus, the Sadducees and other Jewish religious leaders be-
came increasingly concerned, so that they began to persecute the apostles (Acts 4 & 5).

The gospel was advancing in a way that partially fulfilled the Great Commission, but this was far less
than what our Lord had commanded. For one thing, the gospel was spread only as far as “all Judea and
Samaria.” For another, the apostles had not yet come to terms with the fact that the gospel was the good
news of salvation for Jews and Gentiles, without distinction. Up to this point in time, it was assumed that
in order to be a Christian, one must either be Jewish, either by birth or by becoming a Jewish proselyte. The
failure of the apostles to aggressively fulfill the Great Commission seems to have been fueled, to some
degree, by their belief that the gospel should not go to the Gentiles.

There were certain excuses for the apostles’ inaction which could have been used. For example,
because they believed the Gentiles should not be evangelized as Gentiles because they were considered
unclean. In the Book of Acts, God has already dealt with Peter on this matter and now through Peter, God
will open the door to worldwide evangelism. Peter was the one to whom the “keys to the kingdom” were
given by our Lord (Matthew 16:19). God opened the door to those who would hear his message. It wasn’t
Peter who persuaded Cornelius and friends to believe; God did. Peter was an instrument in the hands of the
Redeemer, but the Lord Jesus, who has the Key of David, opened the doors that had previously been shut.

We live at a time when people are obsessed with methods. They wish to know the methods of those
who are successful. This is not altogether a bad thing but we should take note that the Ethiopian eunuch,
Saul, and Cornelius were not saved because of some slick evangelistic approach. They were saved because
God prepared their hearts and drew them to Himself by faith. More important than having the right method
is preserving and proclaiming the right message. We are not to modify the message of the gospel to make
it more palatable. Our task is to proclaim the gospel that God has given us in His Word. If salvation is “of
the Lord” - and it surely is - then let us spend more time in His Word and in prayer, asking God to prepare
the hearts of lost people and open the door to their hearts with the message of the gospel we take to them.


