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Revelation 5:13-14

“And every created thing which is in heaven and on
the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all
things in them, I heard saying, “To Him who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor
and glory and dominion forever and ever.” And the
four living creatures kept saying, “Amen.” And the
elders fell down and worshiped.”

Some time ago I heard Pat Boone share
his early childhood definition of heaven. It suddenly occurred to him while he was sitting (or was it
squirming?) in church, agonizing through one of the pastor’s typically long and boring sermons. Heaven,
Pat reasoned, was going to be just like church - one thousand years - ten thousand years - forever. It
was almost too much to handle. Such a state of affairs seemed more like purgatory than perfection in
his childhood mind.

Most Christians are assured that this childhood conception of eternity with God falls considerably
short of the biblical description of heaven. In the words of the contemporary song, “Heaven is a
wonderful place, filled with glory and grace ...” If it is such a wonderful place, do you wonder why we
do not spend more time talking about it? Simply put, Jesus talked more of hell than heaven, probably
because hell and divine judgment are easier to identify with. All about us we see the ugly conse-
quences of sin. We see suffering and anguish because of the evil in the hearts of men. There is enough
“hell” on earth at present, so that we need only think of eternal torment in terms of greater degrees.

Heaven, on the other hand, seems almost inconceivable. As a young child I can remember at-
tempting to comprehend time without end ... infinity. Now I realize that heaven is even beyond that
which I failed to fathom as a child, for heaven is the end of time; in heaven there is no time at all. The
human authors of the Bible who have attempted to describe the beauties of heaven give evidence of
their frustration at striving to depict an existence in a dimension beyond the grasp of mere mortals:
“but just as it is written, “Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, And which have not
entered the heart of man, All that God has prepared for those who love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).

Let us seek to be heavenly minded, to pursue the kingdom of God and to pray for its coming. Let
us also seek to be faithful in the present, serving in society as salt and light, and striving to lead others
to Him Who is Life and Peace and Blessing. And let us persevere in our trials, knowing that our
faithfulness will be rewarded when we see Him face to face.


