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Revelation 7:13-14
“Then one of the elders answered, saying to me,
“These who are clothed in the white robes, who are
they, and where have they come from?” I said to him,
“My lord, you know.” And he said to me, “These are
the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and
they have washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.”
The word “tribulation” comes from the Greek word meaning “affliction/distress.” It is used in general
about any kind of testing, affliction or distress which people experience throughout life, and especially
about the church and her problems in this world (Acts 7:10-11). But Bible students have also used the
term, “the Tribulation,” to refer to a specific eschatological time of trouble, a special time of judgment from
God that will come upon the entire world, that will be unprecedented in its affliction, and will be culminated by the personal return of Jesus Christ to earth. There are many passages that anticipate this time of
trouble under a variety of names (see below), but two very special passages are Matthew 24:4-21 and
Revelation chapters 6 to 19.
It should be noted that the word tribulation is used prophetically Lord only in Matthew 24 and
Revelation 7 to describe the distress that will occur in this specific future time of trouble preceding the
return of the Lord. Each of these passages is dealing with the time of Daniel’s seventieth week, also called
the “time of Jacob’s distress” (Jer. 30:7). The word “tribulation” refers to conditions in the last half of this
time period and is either described by some qualifying terms like “great” (Matt. 24:21; Rev. 7:14), by a
clause describing the unprecedented nature of the distress in the last half of this short period of time.
These days are a time of unprecedented trouble. Everything about it will be unprecedented in terms of
destruction and global catastrophe. It is a time of extreme deception and delusion as Paul discusses in 2
Thessalonians 2:6-12. This deception is caused by a number of factors but primarily from the removal of
the Spirit indwelt church with its restraining influence and the increase of demonic activity. The result of
this tribulation will be the martyrdom of believers in Jesus Christ, both Jew and Gentile.
But since this seven-year period is a time of trouble (distress) involving judgments that will be poured
out as the Lamb consecutively opens the seven-sealed scroll, Bible students often referred to this entire
period as “the Tribulation,” and rightly so. Since the judgments of the seals, the trumpets, and plagues
grow in intensity, the last half is by far greater than the first half and for this reason and it is called in
Scripture, “the Great Tribulation.”
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