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Revelation 12:10-11

“... Now the salvation, and the power, and the king-
dom of our God and the authority of His Christ have
come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown
down, he who accuses them before our God day and
night. 11And they overcame him because of the blood
of the Lamb and because of the word of their testi-
mony, and they did not love their life even when faced
with death.”

Would you recognize Satan if you saw him? Is Satan an extremely good looking man with cold dark eyes,
dressed with a red cape and cane? Or does he have horns and carry a pitchfork? Hollywood has done much to
sell the stereotype to the masses, but the masses are no longer buying that Satan even existed.  The research of
Christian pollster George Barna indicates that nearly 60% of Americans say that Satan is not a living being but
is a symbol of evil. His research also indicates that 45% of born-again Christians deny Satan’s existence. Isn’t
this sad? We are falling victim to Satan’s greatest deception: to convince us that he does not exist.

Yet the Bible insists that Satan is a powerful, literal, supernatural being who must be taken seriously. From
cover to cover, the Bible warns us that we’re in a war! But our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers of darkness (Eph 6:12). In Revelation 12 we will learn the simple principle that we must
“know our enemy.” If we fail to know and understand our enemy, we’ll fall prey to his surprise attacks and lose
many earthly battles.

John describes for us in this chapter a panoramic view of the angelic conflict and of the supernatural
forces of darkness that are ever at work in the world and have been since the fall of Satan when he drew with
him a host of angels who chose to follow Satan rather than God. Here is a sure fact of human history. Though
generally unseen with the physical eye, it is quite clear through the revelation of God and occasionally obvious
in certain demonic activity seen in the world in the demon possessed. Even then, many reject the cause as
demonic and attribute it to some other paranormal source. But the Apostle Paul makes clear reference to this
conflict in Ephesians 2:2 and again in 6:11-12. In Ephesians 6:11-12 we are told: “Put on the full armor of God,
that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual
forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”

But in Revelation 12 we also see the anticipation of Satan’s doom and that of his kingdom, though the rest
of the story or the prophecy of his final doom is withheld until chapter 20. The great promise of the Bible is
twofold: First, believers are victors through the victory of the Lord Jesus. Our need is to put on the full armor of
God and to resist the devil in the victory of the Savior by always drawing near to the Lord. The second great
promise is that Satan is a defeated foe whose days of freedom to create misery and pain and deception are
numbered.


