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Genesis 9:8-11
“Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him,
saying, “Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant with you, and with your descendants after you;
and with every living creature that is with you, the
birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you;
of all that comes out of the ark, even every beast of the
earth. I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh
shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood,
neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth.”
Ours is not an age that desires to make long-term commitments. The covenant of marriage is often avoided,
and vows that are made lack the permanence and commitment of former days. Guarantees are given for a very
short period. Contracts are often vaguely worded or are undermined by loopholes and fine print. Strangely,
Christians seem to think that clear, contractual agreements are somehow unspiritual, especially between two
believers. ‘A man should be as good as his word,’ we are told. And so he should.
This Noahic Covenant is important to us for a number of reasons. If the Noahic Covenant were not still in
effect, you and I would be greatly concerned every time it rained. The calm which we experience is a direct
result of the covenant God initiated centuries ago with Noah. The Noahic Covenant, in addition to the fact that
it is still in force today, also provides us with a pattern for all of the other biblical covenants. As we come to
understand this covenant, we will more fully appreciate the significance of all of the covenants, and especially
the New Covenant instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ.
A biblical covenant usually involved three things: parties, terms, and promises. Suppose that you were a
painter and I wanted my house painted. We could make a covenant together. You and I would be the two
parties involved and the terms would include what areas were to be painted, what color, and when the job
should be completed. The promise I made to you would be in the amount of money I was going to pay you
when the job was finished. Your promise to me would be that the job would be completed as originally agreed.
The agreement that we make concerning these elements: parties, terms, and promises, would be the covenant
that we made with each other.
When God makes a covenant with us, it normally involves these three elements. The difference is that
God alone determines the terms of the agreement, and that God always comes through on His end of the deal.
If God is willing to make a covenant with us, and He is willing to bind Himself to that covenant no matter what,
what does that say about the relationship God wants to have with us? It says that we can be hopeful about the
future, because we worship a God that not only desires our companionship, but who is willing to take the steps
necessary to obligate Himself to that relationship.
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