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Genesis 9:20-23

“Then Noah began farming and planted a vineyard.
21 He drank of the wine and became drunk, and un-
covered himself inside his tent. Ham, the father of
Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his
two brothers outside.”

In Genesis 9:18-29, the history of Noah and
his family moves from rainbows (9:12-17) to shad-
ows. Paul Harvey would say, “Here, we learn ‘the
rest of the story.’” Yet, one of many reasons I am convinced the Bible is God’s Word is because its authors never
covers up the sins of the saints. They refuse to pull punches; instead, they flat-out tell it like it is!  When Noah
and his family were introduced for the first time, Moses wrote, “Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his
time; Noah walked with God” (Gen. 6:9). In the New Testament, Noah was called a “preacher of righteous-
ness” (2 Peter 2:5). He is also included in the hall of faith of Hebrews 11. Noah was a great man of God. If
Noah can sin, anyone can sin. This includes you and me. But the point of this story and the whole of Genesis
is not merely that anyone can fall but that everybody does.

The time when most Christians fall is on the heels of a great victory. Man’s tendency is to ease up when the
conflict lessens.  If it happened to Noah, it could happen to you. Whenever you feel like things are going
especially well, beware. Stay humble. The apostle Paul says, “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed
that he does not fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). We are very vulnerable people. Every Christian is capable of committing
even the most heinous of sins. This is why we so desperately require the accountability of a local church and a
small group of believers.

This account also serves as a reminder that it is possible for seasoned saints to stumble in the sunset years
of their lives. Moses sinned late in his life by striking a rock and taking some of God’s glory to Himself; as a
result, he was not permitted to enter to Promised Land. David sinned with Bathsheeba when he was in his
fifties. Solomon departed from the will of God when he was old. Past successes do not provide power for future
victory. The Bible teaches again and again that godly people can be tripped up before the finish line. This
means we must recognize that the greatest of all believers have weaknesses.

The Christian is not a super saint. He is an ordinary person saved by grace. The people of God are upheld
by God’s grace. If we are different it is because of the powerful support of God. If we are not upheld we can fall
away at any moment. This reality should encourage you and me. If great men and women of God committed
sin and God still used them, He can use you and me as well. We need to be honest and acknowledge that
Christians are far from perfect but God always uses us in spite of ourselves. The only thing that makes us
different is that we are sustained by God’s mercy. If God should let us go we could slip badly. Who can say
what we would do if God lets us go?


