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Genesis 13:11-13
“So Lot chose for himself all the valley of the Jordan,
and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus they separated from
each other. Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while
Lot settled in the cities of the valley, and moved his
tents as far as Sodom.”
There is a point along the Continental Divide
high in the Rocky Mountains at which the waters of
a small stream separate. It would not seem to matter
much whether a drop of water goes to the left or to the right. But the outcome of those drops of water is totally
different. One drop goes to the west and eventually flows into the Colorado River and empties into the Gulf of
California. Another drop goes east until it flows into the Mississippi River and dumps into the Gulf of Mexico.
Two drops of water, two entirely different destinations, but one small turning point that determines the outcome.
Many choices in life are like that. At the time they don’t seem significant. But those choices set in motion
a series of events which shape your life and the lives of your children and grandchildren after you. If we could
share how we all came to know Christ as Savior, I would guess that many of you chose to go somewhere where
you met someone who started talking to you, which led to a chain of events resulting in your salvation. The
original choice wasn’t a big deal, but the outcome was life-changing. Or if we all shared how we met our
mates, many of the stories would begin with seemingly insignificant decisions to attend some social event. That
decision led to a relationship which forever affected our lives, not to mention our children’s lives.
We tend to think of Christian commitment as a bold decision to forsake everything and follow Jesus. There
is a sense, of course, in which that is true. We must make that once and for all commitment. But Lot had done
that. He had left his family and friends in Ur to go with Abram to the Promised Land. Lot’s problem, like many
Christians today, was in not following through, walking step by step in dependence upon the Lord, saying no to
the things of this world based on faith in the promises of God.
Someone has said that we tend to think of commitment to Christ like laying a $1,000 bill on the table:
“Here’s my life, Lord. I’m giving it all.” But the reality is that God sends most of us to the bank and has us cash
in the $1,000 for quarters. We go through life putting out 25 cents here and 50 cents there, in small deeds of
faithfulness and obedience. But it’s right there, in those little 25 cent choices, that our lives take their direction.
So make your choices based on God’s principles: Relationships over rights; godliness over greed; fellowship
with God over the world’s approval; and, faith in God’s promises over immediate pleasure from the world. So
seek Him first, and all else is yours.
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