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Genesis 16:13-14

“Then she called the name of the Lord who spoke to
her, “You are a God who sees”; for she said, “Have I
even remained alive here after seeing Him?” There-
fore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; behold, it is
between Kadesh and Bered. “

During World War II, six Navy pilots left their
aircraft carrier on a mission. After searching the seas
for enemy submarines, they tried to return to their
ship shortly after dark. But the captain had ordered a blackout of all lights on the ship. Over and over the frantic
pilots radioed, asking for just one light so they could see to land. But the pilots were told that the blackout
could not be lifted. After several appeals and denials of their request, the ship’s operator turned the switch to
break radio contact—and the pilots were forced to ditch in the ocean.

It’s terrible to feel abandoned. It’s also tough to feel abandoned by God. Most of us have felt that way at
one time or another. Maybe things were going well and suddenly the bottom dropped out of your life. In the
confusion of the events, you wondered, “Where is God and His wonderful plan for my life in all this?”

That’s how Hagar must have felt when she fled from Sarai. Things had seemed to look up for a brief
moment. Her lowly status as a servant had changed when Abram, according to the custom of the day, had
taken her to produce a child on behalf of the barren Sarai. But when Hagar became pregnant, she communi-
cated an air of superiority toward Sarai, who then mistreated her. Finally, things got so bad that Hagar took off
in the direction of her homeland, out through the desert. It was a dangerous thing for a woman to do. She could
have been abused or taken captive by nomadic traders. Being pregnant, she could have lost her baby from the
rigors of traveling in that rugged terrain. Having had to escape, probably in the night, she would have had few
supplies. But somehow she made it to a spring of water in the desert and sat down exhausted.

Hagar knew about Abram’s God, the living and true God. She must have wondered if that God knew or
cared about her situation. No doubt she was confused. What could a pregnant, single woman do, even if she
reached her homeland? If she had family there, they would have been too poor to help her. Her future was
uncertain, her past too painful to think about. She felt abandoned by everyone on earth and forgotten by God
in heaven.

It’s in that context that we read, “Now the angel of the Lord found her” (16:7). What a beautiful picture of
our compassionate God, who is concerned even for this poor, confused servant girl! The angel tells her what to
do and then promises that he will multiply her descendants through the child she is carrying. Hagar, encour-
aged and awed by this experience, gives a new name to God—”El Roi,” “the God who sees.” She then returns
to Abram and Sarai and Ishmael is born.


