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Genesis 17:1-2

Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord
appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Al-
mighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless. I will es-
tablish My covenant between Me and you, and I will
multiply you exceedingly.”

“Jump and I’ll catch you.” Have you ever
heard a parent say that to a child perched on
some high place? Can you remember one of
your parents saying that to you when you were little? Did you do it? Did you jump? In a sense, that is
like something that God says to us. God reaches out to us in love. He initiates a relationship with us by
making some promises to us. When we believe His promise of eternal life through Christ, we begin a
relationship with God. Yet, this is only the beginning. God calls us to trust His promises and dare to
live our lives as if we believe He will keep all of His promises. There is some risk involved in doing
that. But unless we take that risk, we can never truly live the life of faith that God intends for us. God
says, “Jump and I’ll catch you.”

Yet, there is a tension in this. While we are commanded to obey, Jesus works in us, through the
Holy Spirit, to accomplish obedience in our lives. Just as the paint brush in the hands of an artist
creates something beautiful, we are a small brush in the hand of God following His lead across the
canvas of our lives. He leads and empowers and we leave the mark on the people around us.

El Shaddai is a designation, which emphasizes God’s infinite power (Exodus 6:3). Interestingly,
the word El means “the strong one,” while the word Shadd refers to the bosom of a nursing mother.
This suggests that God is the One from whom Abram was to draw strength and nourishment. By a most
tender image, God seems to be saying that we are empowered to live out our responsibilities in the
covenant by feeding on Him, just as a child grows by feeding on the milk of its mother.

This is a timely word. Abram had spent the last thirteen years living with the strife and turmoil that
his sinful decision had produced in Ishmael. Now Abram was about to learn that God’s promises are
fulfilled not by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord Almighty (Zech 4:6). It would be El
Shaddai who would accomplish His will in Abram’s life! God is able, whatever the circumstance and
whatever the difficulty (Eph 3:20). Do you believe this? Is there anything too difficult for God to
accomplish in your life? Can He restore your marriage? Can He transform your wayward child? Can
He redeem your job? If He truly is a supernatural God, then He can. Will you put your trust in Him to
work in your life?


