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Genesis 18:23-26

Abraham came near and said, “Will You indeed sweep
away the righteous with the wicked? “Suppose there
are fifty righteous within the city; will You indeed
sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of
the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from You to
do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked,
so that the righteous and the wicked are treated alike.
Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth
deal justly?”

One of the facts that humans have yet to master is that we cannot outperform God. In the movie Patch
Adams, the main character (portrayed by Robin Williams) is an unconventional medical student who believes
that humor and compassion are the most important tools of the doctor’s trade. His idealism is shattered when
his girlfriend, who has helped him start a free clinic based on these principles, is murdered by one of the
psychotic patients. As Patch stands on a high cliff pondering suicide, he has the following monologue with
God: So answer me please - tell me what You’re doing...You can create man, man suffers enormous amounts of
pain; man dies. Maybe You should have had just a few more brainstorming sessions prior to creation. You
rested on the seventh day - maybe You should have spent that day on compassion. As he looks down into the
valley far below, again considering the possibility of jumping, he says, tragically, “You know what? You’re not
worth it.”

These same sentiments resound like an incessant gong throughout our society. Talk to any person on the
street and you will likely hear doubts about the fairness of God doing this or that. In today’s climate of toler-
ance, many reject the God of the Bible as an ogre. Sadly, many Christians unknowingly do the same. When-
ever we raise questions about God’s justice we suggest, as Patch Adams did, that we would be more just if
given the chance. When we question God’s love we imply that we can be more loving. When we question His
grace, His mercy, His patience - name whatever attribute you will - if we think we can do them better than
God, we have a defective view of God.

A.W. Tozer said, “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about
us.” So what comes to your mind when you think about God? Do you question Him? Do you doubt His love for
you? Or do you trust Him and find your confidence in Him? Wherever you fall on this scale, God wants to
increase your view of Him because right Christian living comes out of right Christian thinking.

While it was comforting to have scriptures to comfort us, we will not find a text to answer our every
question. God is far greater than all that is revealed about Him in Scripture. The Judge of all the earth will deal
justly. That was our confidence. Have you lost a loved one about whose salvation you are doubtful? Are there
problems and circumstances you cannot understand? Then rest in this: our God is all powerful; nothing is
impossible with Him. And furthermore, this power is always employed in justice, truth, mercy, and love. What
a comfort! What an encouragement to pray!
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