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Genesis 21:9-10

“Now Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom
she had borne to Abraham, mocking.  Therefore she
said to Abraham, “Drive out this maid and her son,
for the son of this maid shall not be an heir with my
Isaac.”

Fourteen years earlier, Hagar had given birth
to Ishmael and for most of the intervening period
Abraham had treated Ishmael as the heir. By now
Ishmael was a teenager (15 or 16). As a growing and alert teenager, he in no way would miss the message he
was hearing. His parents had often told him that he was the promised seed and now he gradually began to
realize that his folks were in error. They had deceived him as well as themselves. Bitterness and anger began to
well up in Ishmael as Isaac, little by little, began to replace him. And no doubt the great feast and the glad
speeches in Isaac’s honor caused these feelings of bitterness to reflect themselves in ridicule and persecution.
What he did and how he did it, we can only conjecture. But one thing is sure: Ishmael’s jealousy turned into
mockery.

Sarah forcefully gave Abraham an ultimatum. Sarah was ticked off! She doesn’t want to share her husband
with her servant girl. Sarah recognizes that it is impossible for a man to enter into an intimate relationship with
a woman and then simply walk away. The relationship that Abraham had with Hagar was more than just
physical. Abraham and Hagar became one. The evidence of the sexual union between Abraham and Hagar
was Ishmael. Not only did Sarah not want to share her husband, she also does not want to share Isaac with
Ishmael. Sarah recognizes that Isaac is the promised seed, so she doesn’t want anything or anyone to adversely
affect him. Of course, all of this “distressed” Abraham (21:11-12). Yet, God reassured Abraham that He was
divinely guiding Sarah’s counsel.

 This parting must have been excruciating. I’m sure that Abraham never dreamed that sleeping with Hagar
would lead to so much heartache and confusion. In fact, I’m sure he justified it in his own mind as the best way
to make his wife happy and also to “help” God keep His promise. But it didn’t work out that way. Sarah was
wrong to suggest the idea and Abraham was doubly wrong to act on it. If he had been the proper kind of
spiritual leader, so much heartache would have been avoided.

When we compromise our standards, lower our convictions, or when we try to take a moral or ethical
shortcut, it never works out in the end. Choices have consequences...and sometimes they are painful. As
believers, we need to learn this lesson well. We also need to make sure that our children and grandchildren
learn this lesson early in life. Choices have consequences. When we sin and confess that sin we are forgiven
but the consequences of those choices often carry on. Please don’t learn this lesson the hard way. Determine
today that you will learn from the experiences of Abraham and Sarah. Do not sow your wild oats and then pray
for a crop failure- it is unlikely to happen.
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