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Genesis 22:1-3

“Now it came about after these things, that God tested
Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said,
“Here I am.” He said, “Take now your son, your only
son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on
one of the mountains of which I will tell you.”

Are you ever afraid that God might ask too
much of you? Consider for a moment what would
be too much? Our daily lives are built around people and things we enjoy: a spouse, children, friends, a
job, a hobby, possessions, and future plans. These are the pillars and beams of our earthly support system;
and if one of them is removed, we sometimes feel as though the framework of our lives is collapsing
around us. But there are times when God says “Let go!” and the nuts and bolts that hold our world together
suddenly snap. If you’ve ever been in that situation you know the pressure a test like that can exert on your
faith. Abraham was well acquainted with such strenuous tests.

During Abraham’s life he encountered several tests; some he passed and others he failed. Abraham
was quite human, like you and me. Yet, despite a mixture of success and failure, God sought to mature
Abraham and use his life powerfully. Maybe you have had your share of success, but I am sure you’ve also
experienced some failure along the way. You need to know today that God has not discarded you, nor is
He finished with you. In fact, He wants to take you to your next spiritual level. He does this through tests.
God works in the lives of His saints in the same way He did with Abraham. God tested Abraham.

The word “test” still conjures up nightmares for me: burning the midnight oil to memorize volumes of
facts, noticing my increased heart rate as the instructor passed out the test, staring into space and trying to
remember a name or a date. We have all been through the stress of tests. Yet, it is wrong to assume that tests
only take place in school. The real tests take place in the course of our lives. In these tests, whether we pass
or fail is of the utmost importance.

A nail would certainly question the value of a hammer. To the nail, the hammer is a cruel instrument.
But what it doesn’t see is that each blow forces the nail to bite deeper and hold more effectively. Without
the hammer the nail would not be effective. Tests are like the hammer. Sometimes they come suddenly...other
times they appear over the passing of many months, slowly as the erosion of earth. Are you a nail that has
begun to resent the blows of the hammer? Are you at the brink of despair, thinking that you cannot bear
another day of testing? As difficult as it may be for you to believe this today, the Master knows what He’s
doing (Heb 4:14-16). Your Savior knows your breaking point. The hammering process is designed to re-
shape you, not ruin you. Your value is increasing the longer He lingers over you.
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