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Genesis 24:12-14
“He said, “O Lord, the God of my master Abraham,
please grant me success today, and show lovingkindness
to my master Abraham. Behold, I am standing by the
spring, and the daughters of the men of the city are
coming out to draw water; now may it be that the girl
to whom I say, ‘Please let down your jar so that I may
drink,’ and who answers, ‘Drink, and I will water your
camels also’ - may she be the one whom You have appointed for Your servant Isaac; and by this I will know that You have shown lovingkindness to my master.”
Most of us have already found the mate for our married lives, but we should consider this passage
in the broader context of the guidance which God gives to His children. Perhaps no Old Testament
passage illustrates the guiding hand of God as well as this portion in the book of Genesis.
First, we see that God directs men to get underway through the Scriptures. Nowhere is Abraham
given a direct imperative to seek a wife for his son, but he does act on the basis of a clear inference
from revelation. Abraham was to become a mighty nation through his son Isaac. Obviously Isaac must
have children, and this necessitated a wife. Since his offspring would need to be faithful to God and to
keep His covenant (cf. 18:19), the wife would need to be a godly woman. This implied that she could
not be a Canaanite. Also, since God had promised “this land,” Isaac must not return to Mesopotamia.
Second, we see that God guides His children once underway by “his angel” (24:7). I believe that
all true Christians are led by the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:14). He prepares the way for us to walk in His
will and to sense His leading. We must proceed in faith just as Abraham did, knowing that God does
guide.
Third, the will of God was discerned through prayer. The servant submitted a plan to God whereby
the woman who was to be Isaac’s wife would become evident. This was no fleece but rather a test of
character. The servant could thereby determine the character of the women he would meet. God
providentially (through circumstances) brought the right woman to the servant, and by her generous
act of watering the camels she evidenced that she was His choice for Isaac’s wife.
Finally, the will of God was discerned through wisdom. No doubt Abraham sent this servant, his
oldest and most trusted employee, because of his discernment. He obediently went to the “city of
Nahor” and stationed himself beside the well where all the women of the city must come daily.
Humbly he prayed for guidance, but wisely he proposed a plan which would test the character of the
women he would encounter. There was no spectacular revelation, nor did there need to be. Wisdom
could discern a woman of great worth.
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