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Genesis 25:19-22

 “Now these are the records of the generations of Isaac,
Abraham’s son: Abraham became the father of Isaac;
and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah,
the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram,
the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife. Isaac
prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she
was barren; and the Lord answered him and Rebekah
his wife conceived.”

I’m sure you’ve heard it said that the Chris-
tian faith is always only one generation from extinction. Or as Bruce Wilkinson says, “God has no grand-
children.” Instead, the Christian faith is like a relay race in which one generation passes the baton of God’s
truth to another generation. As a father I have a sacred responsibility to see that my faith is passed down to
my daughter and, if I live long enough, to my grandchildren and great-grandchildren. As a pastor I must
earnestly seek to impart God’s truth to you so you will pass the faith on to others. As a Christian I must use
every opportunity to spread the Gospel and boldly proclaim Jesus Christ.

Now, I am not accountable for what people do with the truth I give them. I cannot answer for my
children; nor can I answer for everyone who hears me preach. But I will be held accountable for doing all
I can to ensure that the truth I know is passed along to others, so the Christian faith will continue into the
next generation (2 Tim 2:2). This applies to you as well. Whatever roles you currently occupy and whatever
your stage of life, your mission is to pass the baton of faith to the next generation.

God often uses people in a way that makes an impact on the people around us, but the fact remains
- God’s men and women die. Fortunately, others take up the task and continue God’s program. God’s work
just keeps rolling on. No one is indispensable in His program. I like to say, “God’s program will continue
on just fine without me.” My guess is: His program will continue even stronger without me. This is one
reason why it is so critical for you and me to pass the promises to the next generation. God’s program will
go on quite nicely without us, but we are still responsible to pass the promises and ensure a successful
legacy.

When it comes to relay races, the victory does not necessarily come to the fastest and most impressive
runners. The victory goes to the team that was the most successful in passing the baton from runner to
runner. You can be the fastest and most impressive individual runner in the world but if you fail to success-
fully pass the baton to the next runner the race will be lost. When you fumble the baton you lose the race.
One runner finishes his race. Another takes the baton and continues down the track. From Abraham to
Isaac to Jacob to Joseph and across the generations the baton is passed - all the way from Machpelah 4000
years ago to Sunrise Community Church in the 21st century. You will have a successful legacy as you pass
the promises of God on to others.
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