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Genesis 25:32
“Esau said, “Behold, I am about to die; so of what use
then is the birthright to me?”
It does not take much imagination to see we
live in an “instant” society. We have instant coffee, instant breakfasts, instant soup, instant pudding, and microwave popcorn. We also have cable
Internet and e-mail, universal cell phone coverage, and satellite TV (as if cable TV was not fast
enough). As efficient as all this can be, we have
become products of an “instant society.” We want everything quicker and faster. We cannot and will not
wait for desires to be met. We demand instant gratification. If there is a complication in our lives, we
believe there must be an instant solution.
What is especially disturbing is that we seem to believe we have an inalienable right to be happy.
Thus, no one wants to wait for anything, and for the most part no one has to. If that means cutting corners,
then so be it. We are willing to sacrifice our reputation tomorrow for what we want today. Waiting is
interpreted as pain. Yet, as Richard Hendrix has said, “Second only to suffering, waiting may be the greatest teacher and trainer in godliness, maturity, and genuine spirituality most of us ever encounter.”
Are you surprised to observe that the biggest “crook” in our chapter is a believer? While Esau may
have been crude, he was no crook. How many Christian businessmen and employees are crooked, just as
Jacob was? We call ourselves shrewd, but that is only a euphemism for unethical practices. One reason
why Christians can be as crooked as Jacob is that they are so convinced of the importance of the ends they
seek that they feel that any means to achieve them are justified. Many of us convince ourselves that much
of the money we make is going to missions, or the church, and so we “launder” our money in Christian
ministry. The goal is never more important than godliness. In fact, the Christian’s goal is godliness.
Esau also bears accountability in this mess. The sad reality is that he did not believe the word of God.
Many believers are like Esau, who have traded their blessings for what amounts to a bowl of lentils. When
we exchange our purity, our integrity, our family, or our relationship with God or His church, the benefit
we receive is nothing more than a pile of beans! Satan is constantly tempting us to forfeit the eternal riches
of our spiritual inheritance in Christ for the pleasure of immediate gratification: An illicit affair, financial
compromise to get ahead, lusting after money or material things, letting loose our anger in abandonment
of reason, or succumbing to depression without check. We are in constant danger of being tempted to give
up something very precious in order to indulge a sudden strong desire. The pile of beans that is truly
dangerous is any temptation to gratify the “feelings” of the immediate moment in a way that shows we
“despise” the promises of the living God for our future.
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