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Genesis 28:20-22
Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with
me and will keep me on this journey that I take, and
will give me food to eat and garments to wear, and I
return to my father’s house in safety, then the Lord
will be my God. This stone, which I have set up as a
pillar, will be God’s house, and of all that You give me
I will surely give a tenth to You.”
Frank W. Abagnale, in many ways, lived the
life of Jacob. At the age of 16, Abagnale’s parents
divorced. Having to choose between his parents was so devastating; he ran away from home and became
a con man that circled the globe living the high life by passing bad checks. One of his favorite schemes
was impersonating airline pilots so that he could pass fake airline payroll checks as well as “ride the jump
seat” for free, to anywhere in the world. From age 16-19, Abagnale also impersonated a medical doctor, a
BYU sociology professor, and a lawyer. His autobiography is subtitled “the true story of a real fake.” His life
is so fascinating that Steven Spielberg turned it into the film Catch Me if You Can. In the end, an FBI agent
caught Abagnale. Since then he serves as a world-renowned consultant and lectures at the FBI’s Financial
Crimes Unit.
In Genesis 28, Jacob runs away from home. The plot to receive the blessing from Isaac was a great
success ... in one sense. However, in another sense it was a terrible failure. Jacob was forced to leave home
to escape being killed by his furious brother. So Jacob gets the blessing but he has to leave the inheritance
with Esau. He is a runaway. Fortunately for Jacob, and for us, God loves to chase down runaways. This is
God’s defining feature-He comes to rebellious people to be with them and to save them. In fact, when God
finally chose to become a person [Jesus], He came to “seek and to save the lost”.
At some point in time, all of us must claim the great promises of God for ourselves and step out in
faith, making our own commitment to Him. God has no grandchildren! You may be able to relate to Jacob.
Like Jacob, you may have grown up in a Christian home; however, you’ve spent your fair share of time
running away from God. Like Jacob, you have to find your own faith. Most people leave the church and
then come back when they have children, with the hope that their children get religion.
The assurance of God’s presence should bring about, in every believer, the same response of worship
and confidence it prompted in Jacob. This is the message from the beginning: God, by grace, visits His
people and promises them protection and provision so that they might be a blessing to others. They in turn
were to respond in faith, fearing Him, worshipping Him, offering to Him, vowing to Him, and making
memorials for future worshippers at such places.
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