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Genesis 30:1-3

Now when Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no chil-
dren, she became jealous of her sister; and she said to
Jacob, “Give me children, or else I die.” Then Jacob’s
anger burned against Rachel, and he said, “Am I in
the place of God, who has withheld from you the fruit
of the womb?”

Family strife is no laughing matter. Sadly,
even many Christian families are war zones. The
Christian home should be the place, above all others, where God’s love and kindness are put into
practice on a daily basis. Yet all too often, selfishness, bickering, anger, abusive speech, and even
physical violence mark even Christian homes. We must obey the principles of God’s Word if we want
families where there is peace, not war.

Family conflict is not a recent phenomenon. It has been with the human race since the fall. Our
text in Genesis 30 shows us a portrait of a family at war. It’s startling when we realize that this was the
family which God promised to bless and to use to bless all nations, the family from which the Savior
would come. And yet a battle was raging. The story reads like a tennis match, with the advantage
moving from court to court as the opponents desperately try to defeat one another.

We may be inclined to read this account of the struggles between Leah and Rachel and think of it
as the “long ago” and the “far away” and thus of little application to us. Such could not be farther from
the truth. There are differences between the culture of that day and our own, but, as one of my friends
observed, the only difference between the practice of Jacob in his day and that in our own is that he
lived with his four wives simultaneously, while we live with ours consecutively. We do with divorce
what Jacob did with polygamy.

While it’s a bleak picture, the theme of God’s grace runs through it as a strong undercurrent. Jacob
wasn’t living in submission to the Lord at this time. His wives were thoroughly self-centered. Perhaps
Moses included this story to humble the nation by showing them that God’s blessing on them was
totally due to His grace, not to anything in them or their forefathers. God is faithful to accomplish His
purposes, even through the deceitful actions of Laban and Jacob, and the jealous hatred of Jacob’s two
wives. God is a God of grace. He used these sinful people to achieve His purposes. If God can work in
and through these wicked and impatient individuals, He can work in and through you and me! But to
receive God’s best results, He expects us to exercise patience and trust in Him.
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