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Genesis 33:18-20

“Now Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem, which
is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Paddan-
aram, and camped before the city. He bought the piece
of land where he had pitched his tent from the hand
of the sons of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for one hun-
dred pieces of money. Then he erected there an altar
and called it El-Elohe-Israel.”

Nothing is more devastating than to be mak-
ing progress in a particular area and then to be swallowed up by a sense of pride and complacency. The
temptation is to rest upon our laurels and fail to press on to greater growth and maturity. The moment we
feel secure, we are in the greatest danger. The moment we become aloof to the intensity of the spiritual
warfare in which we are engaged and the enemy who seeks to destroy us, we are beginning to fall into the
enemy’s grasp.

This was true in the life of Jacob and is particularly relevant to 20th century Christians who live in
America, for we have been lulled into a false sense of security by our comfortable and easy way of life. We
have Social Security and Medicare, welfare and workman’s compensation. We have insurance protection
against all kinds of losses. We never wake up in the morning wondering if we will eat or where we will
sleep the next night. Christians can feel even more comfortable, for many believe that when things really
begin to get severely bad (the great tribulation) they will not be around to face it anyway because of the
rapture. In the midst of this kind of artificial security, we begin to live carelessly and find ourselves in
danger of some serious spiritual defeats.

Jacob was never in greater danger than at those times when he felt most secure. Jacob seemed to
feel safest when his brother was out of sight, and yet it seems that Esau came with his armed men in order
to provide an escort for him into Canaan. Jacob felt secure when his cattle could feed on the lush grass of
Succoth rather than in the more sparse pastures of Bethel. He felt safer near a city of Canaanites than in the
seclusion of some place more remote from civilization. But it was in Shechem that the rape of Dinah
occurred, and it was there that Jacob could have been killed by the Canaanites.

The reason for this is really quite simple: we are most inclined to trust in God and obey Him when we
sense that we are in grave danger and that our only hope is in God alone to save us. It is sad but true that
all of us tend to slack up in our diligence and devotion when things are going along smoothly. We think
that we can handle things ourselves when dangers seem distant and troubles are far removed, but when
there is a crisis or a sudden overwhelming problem, then we rush to God for help. It is a foxhole kind of
Christianity, but that is the way we are. Let us seek to learn from the life of Jacob how we can avoid
complacency and over-confidence, which can be hazardous to our spiritual health. Let us seek to trust in
God and obey Him at all times.
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