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Genesis 38:1-3

“And it came about at that time, that Judah departed
from his brothers and visited a certain Adullamite,
whose name was Hirah. Judah saw there a daughter
of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua; and
he took her and went in to her. So she conceived and
bore a son and he named him Er.”

The well-known writer, Ernest Hemingway,
was raised in a solidly evangelical home in Oak
Park, Illinois. His godly grandparents had gradu-
ated from Wheaton College. His grandfather, Anson Hemingway, shared a close friendship with the
evangelist, D. L. Moody. Ernest’s physician father had wanted to be a missionary doctor, but his mother
was too much of a city girl, and refused to go. But Ernest was raised in the church where he tithed his
allowance, sang in the choir, and read completely through his King James Bible and passed a compre-
hensive exam on it.

After high school, he moved to Kansas City to become a reporter. He stopped going to church and
began drifting from his upbringing. He enlisted in World War I, was wounded, and took to drinking to
ease the pain. He married a worldly woman and moved to Paris to further his writing career. Totally
alienated from his parents, eventually he would go through four wives. He was notorious for his
drunkenness. In his late years, “he grew distant from everyone. He would not stand up straight and, he
stopped communicating verbally.” A friend said that his “every hour was filled with the pain of being
truly lost and alone.” Hemingway’s own description was, “I live in a vacuum that is as lonely as a radio
tube when the batteries are dead and there is no current to plug into.” Finally, on a sunny Sunday
morning in Idaho, at age 61, Ernest Hemingway put a shotgun to his head and pulled the trigger.
(Culled from, “Ernest Hemingway: Tragedy of an Evangelical Family,” by Daniel Pawley)

Hemingway’s tragic life did not have to go that direction. He made some bad choices: to distance
himself from God’s people; to marry outside of the faith; to be conformed to this corrupt world. He
could have availed himself of God’s grace and been conformed to Jesus Christ. His godly children and
grandchildren could have followed in his steps. Instead, his beautiful, famous granddaughter Margaux
took her own life in 1996. His descendants are far from the Lord.

We all are prone to corruption. “All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his
own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on [Christ]” (Isa. 53:6). We don’t have to
be conformed to corruption. If we avail ourselves of God’s grace through the descendant of Judah and
Tamar, the Lord Jesus Christ, He will keep us from the corruption of this evil world.
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