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Genesis 43:16-19

When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to
his house steward, “Bring the men into the house,
and slay an animal and make ready; for the men
are to dine with me at noon.” So the man did as
Joseph said, and brought the men to Joseph’s house.
Now the men were afraid, because they were brought
to Joseph’s house; and they said, “It is because of the
money that was returned in our sacks the first time
that we are being brought in, that he may seek occa-
sion against us and fall upon us, and take us for slaves with our donkeys.”

Joseph’s brothers provide us with an excellent illustration of salvation. In their current spiritual state they
faced Joseph with the greatest fear. They perceived their only “salvation” to be in their “works” of returning the
money they found in their sacks and in the pistachio nuts and other presents they brought from Canaan. The
first was refused by the steward, and the second was ignored by Joseph. It was not their works that endeared
these brothers to Joseph; it was their relationship to him. That is what they did not yet realize.

In the same way today sinful men dread the thought of standing before a righteous and holy God. The
future must be faced with great fear. Frantically men and women seek to gain God’s favor and acceptance by
their “pistachio nuts” of good works. Such things as trying to live by the Golden Rule or the Sermon on the
Mount, joining the church, and being baptized, are unacceptable to God as a basis for salvation. What saves a
man or a woman is a relationship with Him through Jesus Christ.

When we stand before the throne of God, the only thing God will be interested in is our relationship to
His Son, Jesus Christ. As our Lord Himself put it, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father, but through Me” (John 14:6). This is the consistent message of the Bible: “And the witness is this, that
God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have
the Son of God does not have the life” (I John 5:11-12).

Have you come into a relationship with Jesus Christ? I urge you to acknowledge that you are a sinner,
deserving of God’s eternal wrath. Let your eternal destiny rest in Jesus Christ, Who died in your place and Who
offers you His righteousness and eternity with Him. Realize that any work which you may do will do nothing
to gain God’s favor; He is pleased only with the work which Christ has already done on the cross of Calvary.

Jacob was putting all his hopes for the future on his son Benjamin (42:38; 44:29-31). Without Jacob’s
realizing it, God had purposed to save him and his sons through Joseph, who was rejected by his brothers,
marked for death, and who was, so far as Jacob knew, dead. Later this son who “was no more” was elevated to
the throne where he was able to save his brethren. Jacob’s hopes were placed on the wrong son. It was through
Judah, who offered himself in place of Benjamin, and Joseph, who was rejected and then exalted, that Jacob
and his sons were saved. Jacob would be saved God’s way or not at all. God had to systematically pull out all
the props from under him before he was willing to accept things God’s way. How little has changed between
the time of Jacob and today.


