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Gensis 47:10-12

“And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from his
presence. So Joseph settled his father and his broth-
ers and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt,
in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as
Pharaoh had ordered.”

Whenever I come to a portion of Scripture
like this, I ask the question, “Why did the author
include this section in this book?” Moses could
have abbreviated it or left it out altogether, but he chose to devote a fair amount of space describing Joseph’s
introduction of his family to Pharaoh and the administration of Egypt during the famine. As you think about the
text, two strands emerged: the prosperity of God’s people, Israel and their counter culture, the Egyptians, who
were saved through Joseph’s wise administration.

These themes of the prosperity of God’s people and the preservation of Egypt through Joseph tie in with
God’s covenant with Abraham (12:1-3). God had promised to bless Abraham, to make him a great nation and
to bless all nations through his descendants. Here we see God beginning to bless Abraham’s descendants and
to use them as a blessing to others. Applying this to us the Lord is saying, commit yourself to make God and His
purpose prosper and He will make you truly prosper. It’s another way of saying, “Seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness and all these things will be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). When the final buzzer sounds,
it’s God and His purpose that matters. If we commit ourselves to Him, He will take care of the other things we
need.

The question is, how do I order my life to make God and His purpose prosper? The good life in Egypt can
never compare to the blessings of the Promised Land. But we all face the danger of becoming enamored with
the goodies of Egypt and forgetting that we are looking for that heavenly city to come. God has graciously
prospered us in this world. We must remember that our purpose for being here is not to accumulate things the
world has to offer. We’re here to further God’s purpose: to communicate the good news of Christ to every tribe
and tongue and nation. The person who by faith lays up treasure in heaven is truly prosperous, as Jesus pointed
out. He has something that the world cannot give or take away.

Sometimes stores offer contests where the winner has a certain amount of time to run through the store
and select as many items as he or she can. If you won a contest like that, before your mad dash through the
store you probably would think carefully about what you wanted to get. Life is a lot like that contest. The
difference is, we don’t know how much time we have to do what we want to do. Still the clock is running and
we all spend the time given to us. The question is, when the clock stops, will we have our baskets full of the
things that really matter or will we have a cart full of trivial things that are worthless in light of eternity? If the
clock has not stopped for you, you still have some time left. Use that time to make God and His purpose
prosper. Use your time and treasure in light of eternity. If you do that, God will make sure that you truly
prosper.


