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Genesis 48:21-22

“Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am about to
die, but God will be with you, and bring you back to
the land of your fathers. And I give you one portion
more than your brothers, which I took from the hand
of the Amorite with my sword and my bow”

God’s covenant of faithfulness is the theme
that permeates Jacob’s testimony in this chap-
ter. Seventeen years before he had complained
to Pharaoh, “Few and unpleasant have been the years of my life” (47:9). But now, Jacob has mellowed. As
he takes a final look backward at his life, he remembers how God appeared to him at Bethel as he fled
from his brother. Jacob had deceived his father and wronged his brother. God would have been just in
finding someone else to use in accomplishing His purpose. But He appeared to Jacob and affirmed the
covenant promised to him as he fled from his brother to his uncle’s home in Paddan Aram.

Twenty years later, Jacob wasn’t much farther along. He had out-swindled his uncle Laban and
headed back to Canaan. He had settled outside of the land without seeking God’s direction. Then his sons
deceived and murdered a whole town because one young man there had raped their sister. But God
appeared a second time to Jacob at Bethel and assured him that the promises were still good.

Even in Jacob’s great time of sorrow, when Rachel died, God’s comfort had been real. The pain of
that loss was still with the old man as he reminisced here (48:7). But God had been with him. Then the
hammer blow of Joseph’s loss had hit the grieving man. He had thought that he would never see his son
again. He went through years of confusion, wondering how the loss of his one son who seemed to follow
the Lord could fit in with the promises of God. But now, at the end of his journey, God had proved
Himself faithful, as Jacob held in his arms not only Joseph, but Joseph’s two sons. And so as he blesses his
grandsons, Jacob tells them how God has been his shepherd all his life to that day and how God will be
with them (48:15, 21).

When others look at your life, are they inclined to say, “Your God is sure faithful, isn’t He”? Or,
would they say, “Your God must not be very good, because you are always complaining about the
treatment you receive”? Complainers tell others something untrue about God, namely that He isn’t faith-
ful. People are skilled in reading between the lines of our lives. If we profess to know the Lord, but our
lives are a constant complaint, they put it together and make a mental note that they don’t want anything
to do with our God. We’ve got to tell them, by our words and our attitudes, that God is faithful, even
through the hard times.


