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1 Timothy 3:14-15
“Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing
you these instructions so that, if I am delayed, you
will know how people ought to conduct themselves
in God’s household, which is the church of the living
God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.”

Why would I want to preach a series asking if we can do church “our way?” Maybe
some will hear it and decide, “I’m out of here.” Maybe it will expose a lot of problem areas with
our church, leading to grumbling and discontent. And maybe it will help us understand the glorious purpose God has for redeeming His creation “which angels desire to look into” (1 Peter 1:12)
and increase our desire to worship God with hearts that are focused on Him.
I’m preaching on this topic for several reasons. First, maybe someone here is in the process of
looking for a good church, and you need to know what to look for. People pick churches for a lot
of reasons, not all of them based on Scripture. Some like the “vibes” or feelings they get when they
go to a church. Or, they feel welcomed and loved. Some pick a church based on what their kids
like. For others, it’s the music or they like the building. And, some like a church because the pastor
wears his shirt untucked. So we need to understand the biblical criteria for a good church.
Second, you may have friends who are looking for a good church, and you may find the
opportunity to offer them some specific help. Although it should be the first place to look, it may
not occur to them to find what the Bible says what constitutes a good church. You will be able to
show them in the Scriptures what God has revealed as important in the work and service of the
Church. You can also warn them about what to avoid in a church as well.
And, third, I think we should use these qualities of a good church to evaluate ourselves so that
we can try to improve where we need to. We are not studying this topic to suggest we are perfect
nor we are not studying this because of problems in the pews. Every church has room to improve
and sharpen our focus. Also, before we look at these marks of a good church, we need to keep in
mind that there are no perfect churches because churches are made up of imperfect people. As the
old joke goes, “If you find a perfect church, don’t join it because you’d ruin it!” But, even though
perfect churches don’t exist, there are good, solid, churches. We need strive to be a church focused on glorifying God through Jesus Christ.

Sunrise Community Church

Come acknowledge the Lord in our midst

EVERY SUNDAY BEGINNING AT 8:45 A.M.
9642 Live Oak Ave. • Temple City, CA 91780
(626) 287-6120 • PastorAndy@SunriseTC.org • www.SunriseTC.org

