
A WORD ON WORSHIP

Hear Sunday Sermons at www.SunriseTC.org

Review of Message from October 1, 2017
BY PASTOR ANDREW KIKKERT, SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Sunrise Community Church
Come acknowledge the Lord in our midst

EVERY SUNDAY BEGINNING AT 8:45 A.M.

(626) 287-6120 • PastorAndy@SunriseTC.org • www.SunriseTC.org

9642 Live Oak Ave. • Temple City, CA 91780

1 Corinthians 11:16

“If anyone wants to be contentious about this, we
have no other practice - nor do the churches of God.”

I have participated in many prayer gatherings
since I have become a pastor. Each group was
made up of sincere and dedicated Christians who
were committed to prayer. Most of them were as-
sociated with churches that differ from ours in a
variety of ways. How do we explain the fact that godly, evangelical Christians - Christians who have a high
regard for the Word of God - do not come to the same conclusions regarding how to “serve church”?

First, our differences may be matters of conviction, rather than matters of doctrine. While some aspects
of church life are (at least in my opinion) non-negotiables, not all fall into this category. Some practices are
simply a matter of choice. Whether or not to have a Sunday school, or to meet on Wednesday nights for prayer
meeting, are not matters written in stone. Thus, some of our differences are merely matters of conviction.

Second, some truths are more crucial than others. Minor differences should not divide churches, but
should be an occasion to manifest grace and to display true Christian unity. Some doctrines are what we
would call “fundamentals of the faith.” The rejection of one of these doctrines has both earthly and eternal
consequences. To reject the deity of Christ, the substitutionary atonement of our Lord, or the doctrine of
justification by faith would have grave implications. To differ over whether communion should be observed
weekly or monthly would not have the same consequences.

Third, being biblical entails more than just using the right terms and having the right forms. Being
biblical necessitates having the right heart attitudes. This is actually a summation of our series, so I will not
dwell on it here. But suffice it to say that there may very well be churches that do not have all the right forms
(or all the proper terms), but who have biblical attitudes, and thus they may function better than other churches
that outwardly appear to get it right.

It is not my purpose to prove us right and all others wrong; it is my goal to explain how and why we
“serve church” as we do, and to show how we deal with Scripture to come to our conclusions. To be honest,
I don’t expect to convince everyone that we are doing it right. For some, learning how and why we “do
church” may prompt them to look elsewhere for a church that functions more closely to their understanding
of Scripture. But I would hope that some will find our ecclesiology (doctrine of the church) something you
believe to be biblical, and thus something that you want to embrace and support.


