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1 Corinthians 14:39-40

“Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and
do not forbid speaking in tongues. But everything
should be done in a fitting and orderly way.”

There is great debate in the Church today
over the use of spiritual gifts in the meeting of the
Church. All too often we try to restrict and con-
trol the use of the gifts in such a way as to make
them seem like we are college students trying to decide on a career choice.  We must revise our thinking
concerning spiritual gifts. Most often the subject of spiritual gifts is taught in this way: We all have a spiritual
gift or gifts. We are to study the Scriptures to find out what the list of options are and how each gift is defined
and recognized. Then we must determine what our gifts are and develop them. Finally, we are to find a
ministry where our gifts can be put to use.

While there is some truth in this view of gifts, it does not seem to square entirely with what Paul teaches
about spiritual gifts. If all of the spiritual gifts are not listed in the New Testament, there must be other gifts as
well. All of the gifts are not neatly defined (e.g., the “word of wisdom” and the “word of knowledge” in our
text). Further, the form these gifts take (ministry) and the fruit (results, effects) are not the same for those who
have the same gift(s).

I suggest we reverse some of our thinking and reject much of the remainder. God has given us a number
of clear commands such as those outlined by Paul in Romans 12:9-21. Let us begin by focusing on these
commands, and obey them in whatever circumstances God brings our way. In the process of obeying His
commands, we will discover that God has given us a ministry, a place of service. Rather than waiting to know
our gifts and then seeking to serve God and His church, let us do the things God has commanded, trusting
Him to empower us and produce supernatural results through His Spirit. We should give priority to those
aspects of ministry which God has given us in which the power of His Spirit is evident. This does not always
mean “success” as the world defines success. It is where spiritual fruit has been produced, where the gospel
has been proclaimed, and where God has been glorified. Let us not agonize over the name or the label of the
gift, but let us strive to develop the gifts God has given us (2 Timothy 1:6), and employ them as good stewards
of the grace of God (1 Peter 4:10-11). Let us never take credit for what God has accomplished or take pride in
God’s work in us or measure spirituality by one’s gifts.

Let us be confident that if we are a Christian, God has an important place of service for us, and He will
provide us with all the means necessary to fulfill our calling. Spiritual gifts assure us that the body of Christ
needs us and will suffer without us. Spiritual gifts enable us to do what God requires of us.


