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1 Corinthians 7:17-18
“Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in
life that the Lord assigned to him and to which God
has called him. This is the rule I lay down in all the
churches.”
In our study on the Church and how we
should go about “serving church,” a question has
been raised by several people in our fellowship,
namely the role of women in ministry. Clearly, the role and ministry of women plays a vital part in the spiritual
life and ministry of the church. Since there are many who have not experienced the way we “serve church,”
now is an opportune time to explain how and why we practice our ecclesiology (the doctrine of the church).
The biblical teaching concerning the ministry of women in the church is strongly opposed by those
outside the church (our culture), as well as by all too many who profess to be in the church through faith in
Jesus. This is very disturbing and needs to be challenged from the Scriptures. It is my opinion, in order to reach
a culturally and politically correct view of the role of women in the church, one must either ignore or deny
clear biblical commands and instructions. Either that or these clear texts must be interpreted in a way that is
frightening in its implications. If clear teaching on the ministry of women can be cast aside by mishandling
Scripture, what other “unacceptable” doctrines will follow?
I must confess, I approach this subject with a greater than normal sense of uneasiness. It is not an
uneasiness based upon doubt, for I am confident that what I am about to teach is the clear and consistent
teaching of God’s Word. Neither am I uneasy because I fear that someone will come along who will cast this
message aside as sloppy scholarship or as the ranting of a chauvinist (which is what some would say about
Paul). I am uneasy that speaking so directly will cause someone to turn me off before they have actually
considered whether or not what I am saying is true to God’s Word.
It is only fair for me to inform you that a number of my colleagues in ministry (outside our church) will
likely disagree strongly with my conclusions. Thus, I am apprehensive because I do not wish to show disrespect or disregard for a number of my good friends and excellent bible teachers who hold different views on
this issue. Nevertheless, I believe that what I am about to say needs saying. I only ask that you persevere with
me through both lessons and consider whether or not this teaching is true to God’s Word. I trust that the Word
of God through the ministry of the Spirit of God will speak to you. I don’t expect all to agree, nor do I believe
that those who do agree will necessarily apply the Scriptures in the same way as I would. But I do hope and
pray that these texts of Scripture will cause you to reflect on these important matters, and perhaps encourage
you to make whatever adjustments are necessary and appropriate in both doctrine and practice to be true to
God’s Word.
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