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Luke 1:13-15

“But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid,
Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give
him the name John. He will be a joy and delight to
you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, for
he will be great in the sight of the Lord.”

Have you ever prayed for something over
and over again, year in and year out, but God
has not answered? I hope that you can answer yes, because if you say no, it only shows that you are not
a praying person. If you pray, you have prayed for things that God has not yet answered. One unanswered
prayer that every committed Christian should be praying is that God would send revival to our country. It
is as of yet unanswered because nothing that is being described as revival today even comes close to the
many examples of true revival that God has sent in times past. True revival is not a matter of hanging a
banner in front of the church that announces, “Revival This Week, 7 p.m.” True revival is not a superficial,
emotional response that results in a temporary experience, but without long-term fruit of righteousness.

True revival is when the living God sovereignly and powerfully breaks into human history with the
good news of His salvation. It invariably begins with His people coming under deep conviction of sin and
turning from that sin in genuine repentance. It always involves a recovery of biblical truth, especially the
truth about how sinners are reconciled to a holy God. Therefore, it also involves a recovery of the central-
ity and authority of God’s Word over all of life. The renewed sense of God’s presence, power, holiness,
and truth then inevitably spills out of the church and into the world, resulting in many genuine conver-
sions.

When God sends revival, He also sends great joy. The angel announced to Zecharias that he would
have joy and gladness at John’s birth, and that many would rejoice (1:14). They were not just rejoicing at
the birth of the child, but at what this child would bring - good news of a great joy for all the people, the
news of the Savior (1:19; 2:10). Sin always causes pain and destruction; God’s salvation and righteous-
ness result in great joy and gladness as relationships are reconciled.

There were no extraordinary means employed, no special campaigns, but rather the normal means
of prayer and the preaching of the Word. But suddenly God broke into the midst of churches so that
people who before had been complacent were now gripped with the reality of eternity and everyone
sensed that in deed, God was in this place. We need to pray that God would graciously send us such a
visitation of His saving grace. And, we need to prepare ourselves to welcome the Lord Himself into our
midst.


