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Luke 2:10-12

“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is
Christ the Lord.”

Twenty years ago, Moody Magazine reported that
49% of professing Christians agree that “all good people,
whether they consider Jesus Christ to be Savior or not,
will live in heaven after they die.” If that opinion is true,
then the story of the birth of Jesus may warm your heart
but it won’t be the best news in the world, news that you
cannot live without. However, if the Bible is correct in
stating that all people have sinned and are separated from
God, then the news that the Savior has been born is not just nice - It is the best news in the world.

So many legends, such as Santa Claus, have become intertwined with the Christmas story that people lump
them all together and forget that the birth of Jesus Christ as reported in the Bible is true history. In the eyes of the
unbelieving world, the story about the Christ child, the angels, the shepherds, and all that stuff is a heartwarming
tale. It helps everyone focus on peace on earth for a few brief days every year. So what difference does it make if
it’s really true or not? It makes all the difference in the world. If it’s just a heartwarming legend, you can choose to
believe or disbelieve it.

I fear the Christmas story is beloved even by those who do not believe in Christ because the babe in the
manger is far less threatening than the Christ who interprets and applies the Law later in the gospels and  who
condemns sin and speaks of faith in His blood. The baby in the manger is sweet and cuddly, and “controllable.”
The baby in the manger is a kind of “God in the box,” a God whom we are comfortable to approach, to think
about, even to worship. But the Christ hanging on the cross is not a pretty picture, He is not one who evokes in us
warm and fuzzy feelings. Many have made much of the babe in the manger because this is the kind of “god” they
wish to serve, a “god” who is weak, who is helpless, who needs us, rather than a God who is sovereign, and who
demands our obedience, our worship, our all.

According to Revelation and the prophecies of the Bible, the Jesus who came the first time as a little baby, is
coming again as an avenger and a righteous judge, to punish the wicked and reward the righteous. This may not be
the kind of Jesus you wish to think of or serve, but it is the same Jesus that came to Bethlehem. His second coming
will be vastly different from His first appearance. Then, He came to humble himself, to die on the cross, and to
save. Next time, He comes to judge. Are you ready to face this Jesus, to fall before Him in worship? This is the Jesus
of the manger. This is the coming King. I urge you to accept Christ as He came the first time, as your Savior, and
then to wait for Him eagerly, to come the second time, to establish His kingdom on earth and rule over all
creation. Let us learn from Luke’s account that the babe in the manger is the Savior of the world.


