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Luke 2:27b-32
When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do
for him what the custom of the Law required,
Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now
dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen
your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight
of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”
Whether we are young or we are old, everyone needs hope. Hope is not just for those who approach old age with questions about how their life
has been spent and what to do with the days that remain, but also at all other points in life. We need hope
to see there is more to life than the circumstances we find ourselves in, today or any day. A hope that is
more than just whistling in the dark, a hope that is firm and secure in the heavens.
One of the blessings we receive along with the children God entrusts to us is hope. I can recall the
day my daughter was born and the hope that I had for her future - all the things she would see and do in
years ahead of her. And yet, the hope that comes with children is an uncertain hope at best. There is
always the uncertainty of disease or death. What parent of a newborn has not gone in by the crib in the
middle of the night and put his or her ear down close enough to make sure that the little one is breathing?
If the child survives and grows into a young adult, there is the uncertainty of this evil world. Crime, child
molesters, drunk drivers, the threat of terrorism or war, and economic instability make every parent worry
about the kind of world our children and grandchildren will grow up in.
Given these uncertainties, when we meet an elderly person who is filled with hope, we need to sit
up and take notice. Here is someone who could be pessimistic, cynical, filled with fears and anxieties.
But he is brimming over with firm hope - hope in the salvation God will bring for all people. We had
better listen, for there is much we can learn from someone who has the hope of the Lord in their life.
Simeon was such a man. When he held the infant Jesus in his arms in the temple courtyard, we see
more than just an old man taking hope in any newborn. Rather, we see an old man who has put his hope
in the promises of God. This was no ordinary newborn. He was the fulfillment of God’s promises to His
people. If Christ is your salvation, you can have hope no matter how difficult your circumstances. Whether
you’re suffering from a deadly disease or grieving over the loss of a loved one or facing overwhelming
trials of some other nature, you can have hope if you will trust in Jesus Christ as God’s salvation for you.
He has won the victory over sin and death and hell. Those who hope in Him will not be disappointed.
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