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Luke 2:49-51
“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t
you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” But
they did not understand what he was saying to them.
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and
was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all
these things in her heart.”
In Luke 2:39-52, we have the only reference
in Scripture to the years between Jesus’ birth and
the beginning of His ministry when His age was
about 30. Some of the apocryphal gospels that circulated in the early centuries of the church contain fanciful and
miraculous legends from the childhood of Jesus. He touches some clay birds and they come to life and fly away.
He touches a plow that Joseph had botched up and it is instantly made right. Some other legends are more
disturbing: The young Jesus curses some bothersome children who immediately wither up or drop dead. After such
fanciful tales, the account in Luke of Jesus getting left behind at the temple sounds pretty tame!
The Old Testament (Deut. 16:16) prescribed that every Jewish man should appear before the Lord for three
feasts each year: Unleavened Bread (Passover), Weeks (Pentecost), and Booths (Tabernacles). By the time of Jesus,
it was customary for those some distance from Jerusalem to attend only one feast. Joseph and Mary’s custom was
to make the 80-mile journey from Nazareth each year for the Passover. This incident happened when Jesus was 12.
It must have been the most exciting time of the year, to leave the small town and go to the capital for this celebration that drew thousands of worshipers.
If you have ever had a child get lost, you can identify with the panic that gripped these conscientious parents.
You always think worst case scenario - such as Jesus was kidnapped and we’ll never see Him again. Joseph and
Mary had a lot more time, three days in fact, to think the worst. Given the amount of time, one can appreciate
Mary’s emotional words, “Son, why have you treated us this way? Behold, your father and I have been anxiously
looking for you.” Jesus responded, “Why is it that you were looking for Me? Did you not know that I had to be in
My Father’s house?”
The parents of our Lord struggled as to how to put together the facets of our Lord’s nature, His humanity and
His deity. In our text, the humanity of Jesus had so dominated their thoughts that they forgot to reckon with His
deity, which was the basis for his actions and response to them. You and I have the same struggle in recognizing
both the divine and the human elements in our Christian lives. This is the tension between the element of divine
work in our lives and human responsibility. You see, the struggle of Mary and Joseph is not so unique as it might
first appear. There is a kind of incarnation which is going on in the life of every Christian - the work of the Holy
Spirit in our lives and our personal response to the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Let us not deny the divine
nor the human in what God is doing in our lives.
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