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Luke 4:1-2

“Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jor-
dan and was led around by the Spirit in the wilder-
ness for forty days, being tempted by the devil.”

Have you ever wondered what the difference
was between being tempted and being tested? The
Bible speaks of both, but does that mean the two
are interchangeable? Does it make a difference if
Jesus was tempted by Satan or only tested in the
Wilderness?

Temptation is, on the one hand, a solicitation to sin, to do that which is contrary to the will and the word
of God. Temptation is an attempt to cause a person to sin. Satan’s efforts at temptation always fall into this
category. But “temptation” when viewed from God’s point of view is a “test,” an opportunity for one to be
proven righteous. In the case of Job, Satan sought to bring Job to the point of forsaking his faith, but God’s
purpose was to deepen Job’s faith, as well as to demonstrate to Satan that Job’s love for God was not based
upon the material blessings that God had bestowed upon him.

In the same way, Jesus was “tempted” in two senses in our text. From the vantage point of Satan’s
intended purpose, our Lord was tempted. Satan wished to prompt the “Son of God” to act in disobedience to
the Father, thus terminating His ability to fulfill His mission. From the viewpoint of God, this was a “test” of
Jesus Christ, proving Him to be suited and qualified to fulfill His mission as the Son of God.

This temptation struck at the very heart of the gospel, for the Lord Jesus had come to the earth in
obedience to the will of the Father, to die on the cross for sinners, so that they might be forgiven and have
eternal life. Would Jesus save His own life, contrary to the will of His Father? Then He could not achieve
eternal life for all men. Would Jesus act on His own behalf, distrusting and disobeying the Father? Then He
would pursue the path of death, not life, for life requires obedience to God, even more than feeding the body.
To have turned the stone into bread would have been to have turned from the path that led ultimately to the
cross. The rejection by Jesus of Satan’s proposition meant that He was determined to accomplish the will of
God, even unto death, which paradoxically, was the way to life, for Him and for all who are found in Him.

Death is not the end of life, rather death is the way to life. The death of Christ became the way in which
men could have eternal life. His death meant that He suffered and paid the penalty for our sins. By believing
in Christ we become identified with His death, burial, and resurrection, which is symbolized by baptism. But
not only is death the way to life (dying in Christ to sin), it is for the Christian, the way of life. We are taught that
we must daily “take up our cross,” we must die to self-will and self-interest. The way of life is death to self, that
is the way of the cross.


