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Luke 4:28-30

“And all the people in the synagogue were filled with
rage as they heard these things; and they got up and
drove Him out of the city, and led Him to the brow
of the hill on which their city had been built, in or-
der to throw Him down the cliff. But passing through
their midst, He went His way.”

As we study this portion of God’s Word, we
need to take it to heart that most of us are religious
people or we would not be in church this morning
But being religious does not guarantee we will accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. If anything, it increases the
likelihood we will reject Him. It was the religious crowd in Nazareth that not only reacted against the sermon by
Jesus, but they went right from their “church” service to try to shove the speaker off a cliff. I trust that no one here
would do that (I will keep my eyes open), but still, we must be careful to examine our own hearts, so that we do
not imitate the religious people of Nazareth in their hostile rejection of Jesus.

Any qualified male could read the Scripture and expound on it, so Jesus stood up to do this. There is debate
about whether He deliberately chose the passage from Isaiah 61:1-2, or whether it was the assigned portion for
that day, but Luke seems to hint that He picked the passage Himself. The initial response to Jesus’ sermon at
Nazareth was favorable, although rather superficial. They were speaking well of Him and were amazed at the
smooth manner in which He communicated. As sermon critics, they were giving the “hometown kid” good marks
on His delivery and style. “Not bad! I can see why we’ve been hearing good reports about the young man. He’s a
polished speaker.”

But it wasn’t long until the nodding heads began to stop, and the approving smiles turned to frowns. “Isn’t
this Joseph’s son?” they asked. “Who does He think He is, making these claims about fulfilling this Scripture? He’s
implying that His message applies to us! We’re not poor or slaves! We’re not blind and downtrodden! How dare
He imply that He can be our Savior, as if we even needed one. If He really is so great, then why doesn’t He do here
some of the miracles we heard that He supposedly did in Capernaum? Then we might believe in Him!” They were
initially impressed by His style, but they took offense at the substance of His sermon. Their offense soon turned to
rage and rejection.

Let’s apply this point to ourselves: It’s easy to accept Jesus on a superficial level. We hear that God loves us
and that Jesus cares for all our needs, and that’s true. So, we welcome Him into our lives. But at some point, we
begin to get a bit uncomfortable as we realize Jesus is confronting our pride and self-righteousness with His
teaching. Rather than building up our self-esteem, Jesus begins shining the light of His holiness into the dark,
hidden closets of our soul. We begin to see that “nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh” (Rom. 7:18). At
this point, you have a crucial decision to make. You can dodge the hard truths of the Bible, either by throwing out
the whole thing or, as many people do, by finding a church where you hear more soothing, comfortable messages.
Or respond to the leading of the Spirit. God’s way is that we face the hard truth about ourselves and submit to Jesus
as Lord.


