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1 Timothy 1:15-16
“Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full

acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to N \\ /

save sinners - of whom I am the worst. But for ”~ H

that very reason I was shown mercy so that in - - B E O L D
me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might dis- &

play His unlimited patience as an example for | ~ H R I S T H A S R I S EN
those who would believe on Him and receive |

eternal life.”

The significance of Easter is often overlooked or distorted by churches in America. All too often, Easter
Sunday is more of a “coming out” ritual, a part of the celebration of the commencement of Spring, than it is
an observance and celebration of the resurrection of our Lord. Ladies can show off their new hats and outfits.
Once-a-year church attenders can show up to shock the preacher, and to give him his annual “shot” at them
as they attend. | am convinced, however, that many of the non-Christians who attend Easter Sunday services
accept the resurrection of Christ as a fact. They simply have not come to recognize and act upon the resurrection’s
personal significance.

There are many religious unbelievers who have taken the resurrection of Christ to be true academically,
but have not taken this matter personally. Allow me to give you two biblical examples of those who took the

resurrection of Christ personally. In the second chapter of the Book of Acts, we find the church being baptized
by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Peter took this occasion to explain that this manifestation of the Holy Spirit's
power was a partial fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. This prophecy spoke of the coming “day of the Lord” when
God would judge the sins of His people. Peter boldly proclaimed that while they had been responsible for the
death of Christ, God had purposed to save them by His death, and had also overruled their actions by raising
His Son from the grave. The bottom line of Peter’'s message was this: “Therefore let all the house of Israel know
for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ - this Jesus whom you crucified” (Acts 2:36). Taking
this personally, many in that crowd confessed their sins and professed faith in Christ as their Savior.

Saul, later known as Paul, also had a personal encounter with the resurrected Christ, as recorded several
times in the Book of Acts. When Saul was intercepted by Christ on his way to Damascus, he acknowledged
Christ as Lord, and he came to see the ugliness of his own sins, even though they were religious and out-
wardly commendable in the sight of men. It was when Saul saw his own sinfulness and Christ’s majesty and
power that he was converted.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the most significant events in history. | pray that you, like those
in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost (Acts, Chapter 2) and like Saul (Acts, Chapter 9), will come to recognize
the seriousness of your sinful condition, the holiness and awesome majesty of God, and will come to trust in
Him as your Savior and Lord. | urge you to trust in Him, in His death, burial, and resurrection, not only in an
intellectual and academic way, but in a very personal way, as God'’s only provision for your salvation.
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