A WORD ON WORSHIP
REVIEW OF MESSAGE FROM APRIL 22, 2018
BY PASTOR ANDREW KIKKERT, SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH
Hear Sunday Sermons at www.SunriseTC.org
Luke 6:12-13
“One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside
to pray, and spent the night praying to God. When
morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose
twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles...”
Do you ever look around at all the hurting,
needy people in the world and feel overwhelmed?
I do. Every day on the news we hear about people
in desperate need: victims of war, disease, crime, poverty, family and personal problems. Even if we limit
it to Temple City or to the people who attend this church, we encounter a pile of needs. We all know that
God is the only final answer to those needs. As Job lamented, “Man is born for trouble as sparks fly
upward.” (Job 5:7). The suffering, sickness, sorrow, and pain that we all encounter should cause each of
us to realize our own alienation from the holy God and our desperate need for reconciliation with Him
before we die.
People need to know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. God has many ways He could have used to
dispense His truth to this hurting world. He could have used the angels who would have been more
obedient and efficient at getting the job done than His followers have been. He could have spoken
directly from heaven to every person on the globe. No doubt God had many other options. I can’t tell you
for sure why He chose to do it the way He did, but the method of Jesus for ministry was prayerfully to
choose a few men to minister to the needy masses.
You don’t have to be flashy or famous or influential in the worldly sense to be used by God. We all
know about Peter, James, and John, but what do we know about James the son of Alphaeus, Simon the
Zealot, or Judas the son of James? And yet these men were a part of the twelve apostles who will sit on
twelve thrones judging the tribes of Israel. Although they were not outwardly well known or as influential
as Peter was, they were faithful men who served according to their gifts. Just as Jesus chose the twelve, He
has chosen us to be His instruments to testify to others of His grace and to build up the saints through the
exercise of their gifts. That’s what God requires of you and me.
Let me ask, do you see the masses and their great needs? Are you burdened for them with compassion as Jesus was? If you feel overwhelmed by the great needs, then look to the all-sufficient Master, who
has grace and power to spare. It’s His job to heal and save them. But how does He do it? Through
choosing faithful men and women to multiply His grace to others. He chooses common men and women
from a variety of backgrounds and conscripts them into His service. If you’ve trusted in Him as Savior and
Lord, He has appointed you to serve in His cause.
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