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Luke 6:20-22

“Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who
are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are
you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed
are you who weep now, for you will laugh. Blessed are
you when men hate you, when they exclude you and
insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the
Son of Man.”

At first reading the words of Jesus are incredible. It would seem as though Jesus has said that all who are
poor, hungry, mourning and persecuted are blessed, while all who are rich, well-fed, happy, and honored are
cursed. Living in an affluent country as we do, it raises many questions for which it would do us well to
ponder in our hearts and minds. Is it a blessing to be poor, hungry, sorrowful, and rejected? Are all the hurting
people of the world suddenly so fortunate, while all of the comfortable, happy people of the world are really
cursed?

As Jesus frequently taught, when a choice must be made between money and God, God must come first
(Matt. 6:24). Money is not evil, unless it takes the place which only God should have. The rich young ruler’s
money meant too much for him. When forced with the choice of following Christ or being rich, he chose to
remain rich. In the Lord’s parable of the soils, the thorny soil symbolized the “cares of this world” are that
which chokes out the seed of the gospel. Luke tells us that Jesus called them “worries and riches and pleasures
of this life” (Luke 8:14). When we must choose wealth or Jesus, being well-fed or Jesus, laughter or Jesus, we
must always choose Him.

This raises an interesting and important point. What is it that makes following Jesus so great a blessing
that men will gladly give up riches, comfort and even friends to do so? Luke’s account would supply us with
a very strong reason: the blessings which Jesus gives are eternal, while those which disciples may reject are
temporal. We can fill in many other answers from the gospel as a whole. Jesus gives the forgiveness of sins,
peace with God, the joy of fellowship with Him and of serving Him. Discipleship leads to the greatest
blessings, so great that wealth, health, and the praise of men pale in comparison with the joy of knowing
Him.

Giving up lesser benefits for greater ones is not a principle known and practiced only by Christians. It is
a principle practiced by all who are wise. We give up immediate pleasures to save our money to buy some-
thing that is of lasting pleasure or value. Runners give up food and even friends to maintain rigorous training,
all for the joy of winning the race. Sacrifices are a blessing when they lead to greater blessings. That is what
Jesus was saying in this sermon. How blessed were His disciples. True, they would become poor, they would
experience hunger, and they would be rejected and persecuted. But in light of the blessings of fellowship with
the Son of God, these were hardly worthy of being called sacrifices.


