
Sunrise Community Church
Come acknowledge the Lord in our midst

EVERY SUNDAY BEGINNING AT 8:45 A.M.

(626) 287-6120 • PastorAndy@SunriseTC.org • www.SunriseTC.org

9642 Live Oak Ave. • Temple City, CA 91780

A WORD ON WORSHIP

Hear Sunday Sermons at www.SunriseTC.org

REVIEW OF MESSAGE FROM MAY 6, 2018
BY PASTOR ANDREW KIKKERT, SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Luke 6:35-36

“But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, ex-
pecting nothing in return; and your reward will be
great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He
Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.  Be merci-
ful, just as your Father is merciful.”

“Tough Love,” is a popular topic in self-help
circles, but I think you will soon recognize that I
mean something very different from what this expression generally has been used to describe, even in
Christian circles - especially in Christian circles. In our relationships with others, we often try to “under
love” the other person, as opposed to outdoing the other in love. The reason is that love has obligations
and so the one who loves most also owes most. Thus, to be free from the debts of love one must love less,
making the other person more in debt to you than you are to them. A kind of “unbalance of payments”
rationalization.

We often act out of unrealistic expectations. Many of our acts of love done toward others are very
selfishly motivated. We love others in hopes of being loved in return. We give in hopes of receiving. We
do good so that good will be done to us. We serve on the basis of expected reciprocity. Whether or not we
continue to serve and love others is conditioned on how others respond and if they return equal value.
Our Lord’s words are intended to show such thinking as utterly mistaken. We must serve others, expect-
ing nothing in return but assured we will receive our reward from God. And the beauty of God’s grace is
that He rewards us far beyond that which we deserve. He rewards in accordance with His grace and His
riches.

Love, as defined here by Jesus, is vastly different from a meaning often propagated in the name of
Christianity today. “Tough love,” as it is called, is love that is tough on others, love that looks out for one’s
own interests. Biblical “tough love” is that that is tough on us, the lover, and merciful to others, even our
enemies. You will not find our text in most books that deal with “tough love” because our Lord’s words
condemn what is popularly taught.

God’s thoughts are not man’s thoughts, nor are His ways our ways. So, we should expect that much
of what our Lord has to say will be challenging to accept. Our initial reaction to His Truth may well be
difficult to embrace. Only after much thought and prayer can we see the hard things are exactly what our
Lord meant, and what our fallen nature wants to reject. The corollary to this is the false teaching that
makes things easy on us. What “sounds good” can be easily accepted without critical thought. Let us
beware of teaching that “sounds good.” The renewing of our minds requires our thinking to conform with
God’s Word. Hard to hear and accept or not, let us try to more fully grasp what our Lord has taught us in
this passage.


